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4. April 24.—Poverty and Wealth 
Isaiah 5 : 8-10; Amos 8: 4-7; Luke 16 : 19-25 
5. May 1.—Bible Teachings About Education 
Deuteronomy 6 : 4-9; Proverbs 3 : 13-18; Luke 2 : 40-52 
6. May 8—Rest and Recreation 
Leviticus 23 : 39-43; Deuteronomy 5 : 12-15; Mark 6 : 31, 32 
7. May 1s.—Working With Others 
1 Corinthians 12: 4-27; John 6: 1-14 
8 May 22—The Christian View of the Family; 
or, What a Christian Home Should Be 
Luke 10 : 38-42; 2:51, 52; 2 Timothy 3:14, 15 
9. May 29.—Making the Neighborhood Christian 
Luke 10 : 25-37; Acts 2: 44-47 
10. June 5.—Making the Nation Christian. (May 
be used with Missionary Applications.) 
Psalm 33:12; Proverbs 14:34; Romans 13 : 1-10 
11. June 12.—Making the World Christian. (May 
be used with Missionary Applications.) 
Isaiah 11: 1-10; Acts 1 : 6-9 
1z. June 19.—Making the Social Order Christian 
Luke 4: 16-21; Matthew 25 : 34-40 
13. June 26.—Review: The Social TaSK of the Church 








DVERTISING does not subside unless adver-. 
tisers are willing to run the risk of getting lost 
in the maze of impressions that exists in every com- 
munity. Advertising is particularly useful to adver- 
tiser and reader alike when folks most need to be 
reminded of definite ways of buying advantageously. 
Are you making good use of the advertising columns 
of this paper? Many are. 




















His Newness , 
By George W. Tuttle 


Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old Tah 
are passed away ; behold, all things are become new (2 Cor. 5: 17). 


URS now a new earth, with new people, 
New thoughts are now saying: ‘* Make 
room!” 
New gladness is surging, and singing 
Is ours instead of the gloom. 


The sins—they that fettered and bound us, 
As far as the east from the west 

Are removed by infinite mercy, 
Cast out at his great love’s behest. 


New, new seems each muscle and sinew, 
New love in each purpose and aim ; 

New zeal for the tasks, once so common, 
For now we say: “Lord, in thy name!” 


New joy in the Highway of Service, 
New life through the Crucifed One, 
New joys of Heaven that await us ; 

When days of life’s journey are done. 








Substitutes 


A substitute cannot take the place of the original. 
A certain business firm advertised, “You can teach 
a parrot to say, ‘Just as good,’ but he won’t know 
what he is talking about.” The world has become 
too accustomed to substitutes, and this substitution 
even comes into religious life and thought. There 
are many complaints to-day against moving pictures, 
many: discussions of literature, which have been sub- 


stituted for the saving appeal of the Divine Word. 


We must get back to essential things. The reason 
for these visible defections is that men have been sub- 
stituting at the source. We cannot advance in Chris- 
tian life and work if advertising is substituted for 
prayer, dollars for the Holy Spirit, and character for 


Calvary. 
a 
Spiritual Virility 


Souls cannot be won to Christ unless the Holy 
Spirit does the work. In an old French version of 
the Bible, Acts 1:8 is literally translated, “Ye shall 
receive virility when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me.” The apostles 
were already believers; the Spirit had already em- 
ployed his power in their regeneration; but now he 
really comes upon them and they receive that new 
power which is for witnessing. This power is vir- 
ility. In other words, the believer possesses in a 
measure the Spirit by the fact of his new birth, 
passes through spiritual ‘adolescence, and becomes a 
full grown man in the faith, with that virility that 
empowers him to beget a spiritual posterity. This 
is the power that makes witnesses, and that makes 
effectual witnesses. 

“a” 


Silent Eloquence 


If talking is worth while, so is listening. There 
can be no good talking without good listening. Talk- 
ing is never at its best unless listening is at its best. 
The former pastor of our new President, Dr. T. H. 
McAfee, of Marion, Ohio, writes in the Watchman- 
Examiner of Mr, Harding as a church-member and 
faithful church attendant: “He has the rarest gift 
that one can possess, and that is, he knows how to 
listen. I should call him a most eloquent listener. 
There are thousands who have been charmed to 
hear him in public speech, but know not how great 
it is to see him listen.. In him you will find the re- 
covery of the lost art, ‘listening.’ ... If you are a 
minister, you are conscious that you have an audi- 
tor in full sympathy with you and ready to receive 
your message. Somehow you are neither disturbed 
nor nervous because he is present. Immediately 
you become perfectly at home with him. You must, 


for he makes you so.” There is something we can 
all have in common with the President of the United 
States, if we will. Good listening is no accident; it 
is the result of will power; and we can all will to 
listen well. The most useful servants of God on 
earth to-day are those who listen most attentively 
to Him; and the most useful servants of their fel- 
lowmen are those who listen most attentively to 
them. For “eloquent listening” means courtesy, and 
concentration, and unselfishness, and the control of 
one’s will, and teachableness, and belief of the right 
sort,—in other words, all of a man’s powers at 
their best. Perhaps that is why it is so seldom seen. 
But we can start cultivating this fine art, for our- 
selves, to-day. 
Fa 


Tax Paying 

Under a just government taxes cannot be hon- 
estly avoided. They must be paid. This fact has 
a vivid meaning and reality to more people in the 
United States to-day than some years ago before the 
income tax laws had gone into effect. For many 
citizens it is no easy matter to make out the accounts 
for their own tax, then to compute the tax, and then 
to pay it. But the process is gotten through, some- 
how, and by or before the middle of last month doubt- 
less millions of tax-payers heaved a sigh of relief as 
they finished the work and made their first payment 
for the year. One such, coming away from the fed- 
eral tax collector’s office with a tax receipt in his 
possession, felt this sense of relief at a difficult 
task done; and then he realized, as a Christian man, 
what an infinitely bigger thing had been done for 
him, what an infinitely bigger payment had been 
made, in the tax on his own sins. Because Jesus 
Christ had taken upon himself the payment of that 
unthinkably great tax,— for the tax on sin is death, 
—and because Jesus had died, and because this man 
had accepted that payment by Jesus of the tax on 
his own. sins, he realized with “joy unspeakable and 
full of glory” that his tax was wholly and forever 
paid! Not merely one instalment on it, but the 
whole tax, for time and eternity. God offers all 
men. their choice: to pay their own taxes for sin, 
which means the second death of eternal separation 
from God, or to accept the payment made by his Son 
and be forever free from the debt of their sins. 


The General and the “Non-Com” 


God’s Word is good authority for using facts from military life and human warfare to illustrate the spiritual life 
and the fighting of those who ‘‘do not wer according to the flesh (for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, 


but mighty before God to the casting down of strongholds) .’’ 


In view of this, The Sunday School Times would 


share with its readers a true news story that recently appeared in the Public Ledger of Philadelphia, written by 

Charles W. Duke. The story not only captivates the imagination and grips the heart, but gives an unforgettable 

suggestion of a coming day when, at a review greater than the one recorded here, ‘‘non-commissioned officers’’ 

and privates in the ranks will be greeted and rewarded by the Captain of their Salvation more overwhelmingly even 
than was Sergeant Major ‘‘Jack’’ Brannan. 


the crack Sixteenth Infantry of the famous 

First Division, one of the units of the, first 
American forces sent to France under the leader- 
ship of General Pershing, “first to fight and last 
to quit,’ swept across the parade grounds in a regi- 
mental review. Overseas veterans every one of them, 
faces bronzed, guns lying back in even windrows, 
not a foot out of alignment — what a spectacle for 
the military man! 

The regimental band was playing. Grouped about 
the parade grounds were the wives and sweethearts 
of the doughboys. It was a holiday setting, a gala 
affair that a Rudyard Kipling could have set-to the 
music of poetry. 

It was the first review of the Sixteenth since it 
moved into Camp Dix, just home from the Rhine 
Valley, six months ago. Wonderful old regiment 
and grand old First Division! These were the boys 
who slipped quietly out of New York harbor three 
years ago bound for the western front. One morn- 
ing the American people were told the first of the 
American Expeditionary Fofces were “over there” 
and in battle array. 

It was all true. 


Or at Camp Dix, New Jersey, the other day 


This was the division that ac- 


companied Pershing when he went across to join 
hands with Foch and Haig in the new allied trium- 
virate. They went in first on the Sommerviller front 
in the Lorraine sector near Luneville. They were 
the first American troops under fire. Some of the 
First Division were at Cantigny in the first engage- 
ment fought by American troops. The first Ameri- 
can troops killed by the Huns in combat were of this 
gallant old First. You remember the circumstances 
—how three Yankee dads, reconnoitering the Ger- 
mar position at night, were captured and ruthlessly 
put to death, their throats cut from ear to ear. Later 
the French erected a monument on the spot at Bethel- 
mont to commemorate the sacrifice. 

Wonderful record has this First Division; glorious 
traditions stand back of them. No wonder these 
khaki clans hold their heads so proudly as they swing 
now across the parade field at Camp Dix. 


But why the parade? Reviews of this kind are 
usually put on in honor of some dignitary visiting 
the camp. Presidents, cabinet officers, generals, for- 
eign ambassadors or royal visitors are sometimes 
honored in this way. Perhaps in this case it is the 
new secretary of war in the Harding cabinet, who 
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may have slipped into Camp Dix unheralded; or, 
perhaps, a titled visitor from abroad. It might be 
General Pershing himself, for it has been reported 
he is shortly to visit the New Jersey camp. 

In close column of masses, with Major Smith’s 
second battalion on the right, ag Ft aon sd first bat- 
talron in the center, and Major Davidson’s third bat- 
talion on the left, the Sixteenth Infantry falls into 
line, right dresses, and stands motionless awaiting de- 
velopments. What is coming? There is Colonel Lacey 
in command of his regiment. There also is Major 
General C. P. Summerall, veteran leader of the First 
Division. Surely something special is up. 

While the troops stand at attention, eyes front, 
ears alert to hear what is said, Lieutenant G. T. 
Phipps’ lips begin to move. He is reading General 
Orders No. 5. And what do you suppose General 
Orders No. § is all about? othing about a new 
President or a new general or a distinguished for- 
eign visitor or a new assignment for service. These 
general orders are announcing the retirement from 
the United States army after a long period of serv- 
ice of a solitary sergeant major—a non-commissioned 
officer who has toiled away down in the ranks for 
more than twenty-three years! 

Shades of democracy! Can it be possible that, all 
this fuss and feathers is in honor of a single soldier 
of the line —a non-commissioned officer? 

True enough; there he stands by the side of Col- 
onel Lacey. He is Sergeant Major William F. 
(“Jack”) Brannan, of regimental headquarters, forty- 
nine years and four months old, a sturdy son of the 
western plains and a soldier in the United States 
army in almost continuous service since 1898. From 
the beginning of the Spanish-American war until 
well after the wind-up of the world war this taciturn, 
grizzled old veteran has stuck to his job—true to 
his ideal of service. 

And this ceremony is all in honor of Sergeant 
Major (“Jack”) Brannan, They are telling the story 
of his life to all this great assembly on the parade 
grounds.... 

They are telling the world how faithful this man 
Brannan has been. Never once has he flinched. On 
all his honorable discharges he has received char- 
acter “excellent.” From the day his regiment was 
thrown into the advance against the Hindenburg line 
at Chemin-des-Dames on through the Argonne cam- 
paign until the Germans were given refuge in armi- 
stice just as the doughboys were prepared for the 
last grand assault on the last line of Hun fortifica- 
tions around Metz and Sedan, Sergeant Major Bran- 
nan was in the thick of the fighting. 

For conspicuous bravery in battle he was awarded 
the French Croix de Guerre with palms. His life 
was continually endangered, but he escaped it all 
with nary a scratch. Now he has reached the end 
of his contract of service and is going to retire. He 
has served in all, including double time for foreign 
service, twenty-three years with the army of Uncle 
Sam. Now he is leaving for the West to pick up 
his mother and sister back home in Cherokee, Iowa, 
and take them with him out to California, where he 
is to invest his nest egg in a farm “and live happily 
ever afterward.” 

One of the things they are saying about him now 
as he stands there modestly, with an honest aversion 
for all this pomp and heraldry, is that, although he is 
close to the half-century mark in point of age, “he 
has never been grouchy on account of age.” Think- 
ing of all the toil; of the long hours on the trail; of 
the monotony of camp life; of the perils and tribu- 
lations of service abroad; of the years piling up on 
his shoulders—not a poor encomium for honest 
“Jack” Brannan. 

“We are here honoring service,” says General 
Summerall. 

“No army is stronger than its non-commissioned 
officers,” says General Edwards, late commander of 
the Twenty-sixth Division, now commanding a bri- 
Rte of the First Division, and lately mentioned in 

Nashington dispatches as a likely candidate for the 
position of chief of staff of the United States army, 
to succeed General March, 

“In his humble capacity this man Brannan has 
served through all these years. N ne of the glitter 
and glory has been his— just plain every-day, old- 
fashioned hard work. All honor to the non-coms! 
They are the chaps who build patriotism, who up- 
hold morale, the very sinew of the army. That’s why 
they are honoring Brannan in this way.” 

A sergeant major! Here is a veteran who has 
never risen above that rank. He started as a pri- 
vate in the ranks.. Next he was a corporal and then 
a sergeant. For the last twelve years he has been a 
regimental sergeant major. What a lesson for all 
that army of plain workers in civilian life, the toilers 
in the mills and shops, the mothers in the homes, the 
millions of humble artisans who contribute to the 
maintenance of the material world. Sergeant Major 
Brannan has never grumbled or complained; “he was 
never grouchy.” 

“We are honoring service,” says General Sum- 
merall, 

The lieutenant has stopped reading general orders 
No. 5._ He turns to Sergeant Major (“Jack”) Bran- 
nan. From his pocket the commissioned officer ex- 
tracts a waflet which he in turn hands to the humble 
“non-com.” It is a purse of gold—some hundreds 
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of dollars in all. Every man in the gallant Sixteenth 
and many more friends through the First Division 
have contributed out of their pay. It is their way 
of expressing esteem and friendship for “Jack” Bran- 
nan. The hand of the veteran trembles a bit as he 
accepts. The moisture of the eye is more elgquent 
than the words that fall from his lips — for he is not 
given to speaking. His long suit is service. 
“Attention!” the cry swings out over the review 
field. A word of command, the band begins to play 
and at the call of “Shoulder arms,” hundreds of 
rifles swing into position. In another moment the 
Sixteenth Regiment is on the march. They are pass- 
ing in review before Sergeant Major (“Jack”) Bran- 
nan. He who has served unostentatiously in the 
ranks all these years is standing by the side of his 
colonel watching his comrades of the world war 
swing by in review! These. boys who helped hurl back 
the minions of German autocracy and then passed in 
review before the crowned heads of Europe are now 
passing in review before a “non-com” sergeant major! 
Company after company they are coming on. They 
oe him the “eyes right” as they pass before him. 
ut Sergeant Major Brannan’s eyes are not “right.’ 
He who has laughed at the whine of a Heinie’s shell 
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or stood impassive before the spectacle of his pals 


struck down in cold blood or stolidly served on the 


lonely watch thesag all these years without the 
flicker of an eyelash, now stands with great tears 
coursing down his cheeks. 

Soon it is over—and then comes the flood. As 
though he were one lone “enemy” against thousands, 
these doughboys of the Sixteenth swarm about him. 
They salute him, they grasp his hand, they wish him 
good-bye and good luck. The good right arm is 
pumped until it is sore and aching. he general 
himself comes to salute this veteran “non-com.” It 
was the general himself who ordered the demonstra- 
ae cas 

“We are honoring service,” said General Sum- 
merall. 


“For it is as when a man, going into another coun- 


‘try, called his own servants, and delivered unto them 


his goods. . . . Now after a long, time the lord of 
those servants cometh, and maketh a reckoning with 
them. . . . His lord said unto him, Well done, good 
and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will set thee over many things ;~enter 
into the joy of thy lord.” ‘“ 





The Church’s Responsibility for Widows 


Will you kindly call to the attention of the readers 
of The Sunday School Times Acts 6:1-4? [This pas- 
sage tells of a plan to make sure that Christian widows 
were not neglected.] 

May the Spirit open our eyes to one of the greatest 
omissions of the Church of Christ. Many may say the 
Church has burdens enough without the widows’ cause; 
that the Ladies’ Aid takes care of the widow; but my 
heart burns when I think of the way the Aids usually 
help, with their jelly and cast-off clothing. 

It is written, “Look ye out therefore, brethren, from 
among you seven men of good report, full of the Spirit 
and of wisdom, whom we may appoint over this busi- 
ness,’’— not a club or a society of women. 

A widow with children and self-respect cannot accept 
charity. Christian widows should be made to feel that 
they have as much right to help as a retired minister 
has to a pension, provided they have kept the faith, 
grown old in the church, and met the requirements. 

Allow me to give just one illustration out of the many 
that have come under my observation. Mrs. A’s hus- 
band was an invalid for yeafs; she was a seamstress, 
and when he died she had one unmarried daughter, 
a chocolate dipper. Mrs. A. had been a member of the 
Church for fifteen years, where there was a mem- 
bership of twelve hundred. She very seldom missed 
prayer-meeting. The winter I have in mind her best 
sewing customers left for California, her daughter 
scalded her hand dipping chocolate, their rent was due, 
there was not a crust in thé house, and as her neigh- 
bor I could do but a trifle compared with her needs, 
so. I begged the privilege of asking the trustees of her 
church for help. She finally consented if I would make 
it very plain that the help should come in such a way 
that her daughter would not know of it, for she was 
sure the daughter would leave home if she found it 
out. I explained all this to the man in charge of the 
church supplies. He drove to that house, and when 
the widow opened the door he said, “Here is a stock 
of flour the Church Aid sent.” Of course the 
daughter in the next room heard this, and the gift had 
to be returned. 

As one widow put it, “Oh, if the church could only 
loan a little money at a low rate to tide us over.” 
Another said, “I have quantities of things to make over 
for the children, but no money to buy thread.” 

As I myself, praise God, am neither a widow nor un- 
married, I can unburden my heart and pray that the 
readers of your valuable paper may take this on their 
hearts.—A Western Woman. 








Not only in the sixth chapter of Acts is there the 
record of a definite, systematic provision by the Early 
Church for the care of widows, but elsewhere a rev- 
elation is given for the permanent guidance of the 
Church of Christ, including local congregations or 
churches. And it has been said of such inspired 
instructions, “Well had it been with the churches 
if they had neither added to nor taken from the di- 
vine order.” 

The fifth chapter of 1 Timothy gives special in- 
structions concerning widows. 

The ordinary widow is included by implication in 
verse 8: “If any provideth not for his own, especially 
his own household, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an unbeliever.” This enjoins the sup- 
port of needy persons by their Christian relatives. 

“Widows that are widows indeed” (vs. 3, 5), are 
the destitute who have no relatives to assume the 
responsibility of their support; these are to be pro- 
vided for by the general gifts of the church; “now 
she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, hath her 
hope set on God, and continueth in supplications and 
prayers night and day.” 

In other details the first sixteeen verses of the 
fifth chapter of 1 Timothy are clear as to both rules 
and principles by which the Church of Christ should 
meet and discharge its stewardship toward widows. 





And from other parts of the Bible it is seen to be 
the general teaching of Scripture that widows who 
have witnessed a good confession in life and deed 
are a peculiar and precious gift to the Church, and 
are to be greatly esteemed and tenderly cared for. 
This teaching in God’s Word makes the incident de- 
scribed by the Western reader of the Times the more 
pathetic, for the incident shows generosity but not 
delicacy, and the absence of the one may practically 
ruin the other. It is to be feared that the incident 
is by no means unusual. The supreme example of 
tenderness is that given by our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, on the cross, as he committed his evidently 
widowed mother to the care of the beloved disciple 


John. 
a 
Twelve Springs and Seventy Trees 


There is a matter I have often wished to see explained, 
but never have, and perhaps you can give me some 
light on the matter. The number of Israelites who went 
out of Egypt is estimated at over two million. But, 
even though the number was less, how could such a 
vast multitude care for the shade of the seventy palm 
trees of Elim, or how could twelve wells of water begin 
to supply the water needed? (Exod. 15:27.) God can 
supply by a miracle, and I have no difficulty as to such 
a supply; but the account leaves us to infer that the 
natural circumstances were sufficient to explain the 
situation.—An Illinois Pastor. 


The Bible record does not say that Israel “cared 
for” the shade of the seventy palm trees of Elim, 
nor does it even say that the twelve springs or wells 
of water supplied their need. This is the statement 
in God’s Word: “And they came to Elim, where 
were twelve springs of water, and threescore and 
ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the 
waters.” 

Here is a simple statement of fact, which is given 
by the me, | Spirit in recording Israel’s history at 
that time. The place is identified by its natural char- 
acteristics: in a desert region it was an oasis marked 
by twelve springs and seventy palms. Surely there 
is no difficulty in accepting this fact as a detail of 
Israel’s journeyings and stopping places. 

But that these twelve springs of water might supply 
a great multitude, in a natural way, is easy to under- 
stand, if that indeed was God’s method of water 
supply for his people just then. God was caring for 
all their needs through all their wilderness journey- 
ings, and he did not intermit his care then, whether 
he provided for them naturally or supernaturally. 

Let us not, however, lose the obvious spiritual sig- 
nificance and beautiful symbolism of the fact and the 
record just here. The word Elim is the Hebrew for 
“palm trees,” and here were “twelve springs of 
water.” It was a time of desert journeyings; but 
in the midst of the desert God brought his children 
to the place of trees, just as the Psalmist says the 
child of God “shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatso- 
ever he doeth shall prosper” (Psa. 1:3); and again, 
that “the righteous shall flourish like the palm tree” 

Psa. 92:12). There were twelve tribes of Israel, 

d’s Chosen People, and here were twelve upspring- 
ing wells of water, giving life and greenness and 
fruitfulness to threescore and ten palm trees! Could 
God have given a more beautiful sign to his chif- 
dren? -Was he not telling them then by the fact, and 
is he not telling us now by the record of the fact, 
that even in wilderness times he is ready sand able to 
provide the water of life for those who thirst? 
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How We Keep the Lord’s Day 


us rich blessings in health, prosperity, and happiness because we do 


And how God has given 
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The Sabbath-Breaker and the Cyclone.—One of 
our trustees, an influential member of the church, 
was cutting wheat on the Lord’s Day, with six 
binders. is was done in the sight of many weak 
members, who were going home from church. I 
felt that the example was detrimental in the extreme 
even threatening to demoralize our discipline. I 
called the elders together for pret. We earnestly 
sought direction from God. was requested to go 
and speak with the brother while they would keep 
on in prayer. 

I met the man as he was nearing his house. In 
the kindest way possible I revealed my mission. I 
endeavored to show him the far-reaching results his 
action would have upon the weaker members of the 
church. He grew very angry, threatening to leave 
the church and take with him all his relatives and 
friends. This threat, however, was soon changed to 
a declaration that he would see to it that I should re- 


sign. 

That I felt defeated and went home with a heavy 
heart can easily be understood. I entered my closet, 
closed the door, and poured out my heart as did 
Hezekiah of old, when he prayed against the haughty 
Rabshakeh (Isa. 37:1-7). While thus engaged, my 
wife, who knew not the burden of my heart, called 
up to me, “Look, the air over G’s farm is full of 
crows.” While my heart was just then too much 
burdened to be interested in crows, I did become very 
much interested the next day to find that the things 
my wife saw were not crows but wheat bundles in 
the air, which a baby cyclone picked up from the 
man’s field which he Red just cut. 

The strange part was that the cyclone did little 
or no damage elsewhere. As the bundles were in the 
air, so he told me later, the farmer’s wife said to 
him, “Now you are getting your punishment.” For 
a moment he was overwhelmed, sank to his knees 
and covered his face. However, his proud heart 
bent on mischief, he went the next day to a rela- 
tive,..who was an elder of the church, with the 
avowed purpose to do me harm. It so happened, 
as we are apt to say, that my duty as pastor called 
me to a sick person in. that home, and. while: neither 
one of us knew of the other’s errand, he entered in 


by the back door while I entered y the front door. © 


There we stood facing each other. offered him my 
hand, which was gruffly refused. 

It was at this moment that the strangest thing 
God met 


him with a power greater than the cyclone. While 


‘I was looking into his defiant face, and saw his 


clenched fists, he sank to the floor and sobbed, not as 


,a child but, as it seemed to me, a baffled, vanquished 


‘one. After that he stood up and told me in the presence 
1 of the members of the family the purpose of his com- 


ing, the story of the cyclone, and the words of his 
wife, as reported above. We then knelt in prayer, 
and what a prayer-meeting that was! After that 
he willingly signed an earnest apology to the eongre- 
gation, which was read on the following Sunday. 
It is needless to say that I went home from that 
prayer-meeting with a new light in my eyes, a new 
song on my lips and with a new conviction in my 
heart that God will honor them that keep his day 
holy —A Wisconsin Moravian Pastor. 


Keeping Sunday in the Drug Business. — About 
three and a half years ago there was much agitation 
in the newspapers and elsewhere about the desecra- 
tion ef the Lord’s day. I had always been opposed 
to Sunday baseball, “movie” theaters, and the like, 
but { always wanted to be consistent. I was in the 
drug business, and was selling ice cream, cigars, 
stationery, and the like, on Sundays, just as I sold 
drugs. After praying over this many days and nights, 
I was convinced the Lord was telling me that I should 
cut out the part of my Sunday business that was not 
right. My drug store was in the residential section 
of the Capital City, and my sale of newspapers, candy, 
ice cream, and the like, was considerable. 

I had slips printed, however, and posted them to all 
the newspapers whose output I handled, telling them 
of my intention. I even refused to sell toothpaste, 
soap, stationery, and toilet articles on Sunday. 

let my whole force off on Sunday, establishing 
Sunday hours and kept the store open myself, from 
8.30 to 10 A. M.; 1 to 2 and 4 to 6 P. M. This did 
not interfere with teaching my Sunday-school class 
and attending the morning service at church, and 
Christian Endeavor and evening services. 

One day when I was preparing my Sunday-school 
lesson out of The Sunday School Times, I read an ar- 
ticle exposing the evil of cigarettes. I had a pack- 
age of them in my pocket, and, as the Lord spoke 
to me about the matter, I threw it away, and then 
went to the store, and stoked my stock of cigars and 
cigarettes into the furnace, and enjoyed my last smoke 








Emphasizing the fact that God blessed the ob- 
servance of his day, the question was asked in an 
editorial note in The Sunday School Times of 
February 19, “Haye you had some special ex- 
perience of God’s blessing, in your own life, in 
connection with your honoring of hisday?” The 
letters on this page are answers to that question. 








in that way, up the furnace flue, instead of through 
the throat and lungs of myself and others. 

My business did not suffer in the least from my de- 
cision to honor the Lord’s day, but increased right 
along, and a little over a year ago I sold it at a good 

rofit, and am now with the United States Public 

ealth Service.—Harry H, Hill, Washington, D. C. 


Keeping the Lord’s Day From Youth Up.—I have 
now reached my fifty-fourth year in Sunday-school 
work, and I am an ardent teacher, in both my class 
and in my family, that the observance of God’s day 
as he would have it brings an absolute blessing to 
the world. How thankful I am to my parents, who 
taught their children to fear God and keep his com- 
mandments. I am pleased to say that your valuable 
paper has been my companion for over forty years. 
—J. K. M., New Rochelle, New York. 


When the Conductor Put Me Off the Transcon- 
tinental.—Coming out of the Army of the North in 
the Civil War, I soon found my way to Kansas. In 
1868 we experienced the opposite of war times in 
the prevalence of verylow prices, with paper money 
worth about 85 cents on the gold dollar. With corn 


-at 10 cents a bushel and eggs from 4 to 6 cents a 


dozen, it was impossible to pay my debts. I resorted 
to school teaching at wages from $35 to $55 a month. 
Interest on money was 18 to 24 percent. Being able 
only to keep interest paid, in 1874 I sold all my prop- 
erty, paid all I received on the debt except enough 
to purchase an emigrant ticket to California, where 
I had heard teachers were getting $100 and up a 
month. in gold. 

Arriving in Ogden on Saturday night and not wish- 
ing to travel on Sunday, I asked the conductor if 
my ticket would permit me to stay over till Monday. 
He replied, “Oh, yes, that will be all right.” I did so, 
but when about forty miles from Reno, Nevada, a 
conductor put me off the train, telling me my ticket 
had expired, and would listen to no explanation. Fol- 
lowing that desolate railroad track for forty miles 
through the mountains and vacant country I reached 
Reno, with a loud question in my mind as to the 
profit of keeping Sunday. I soon met a Mr. Ring, 
superintendent of schools, who had taught in Cali- 
fornia. He told me of the rigid and much extended 
examination of teachers, said that schools would be 
beginning in Nevada in two months, and he could 
get me into one for the. winter at $80 a month. 

In the meanwhile I got employment on a ranch. 
The first Sunday morning the ranchman told me to 
take four horses and take a load of hay to a mill 
eight miles away. I told him I did not work on 
Sunday. He laughed and said, “I do not know what 
= are doing out here.” I expected to have to go, 

ut took especial care to work always for his inter- 
est, and held my place till my school began, receiv- 
ing when I left $io a month more than the man who 
obeyed and hauled the hay on Sunday. I put in a 
busy winter studying, eventually went down into Cal- 
ifornia, got a first grade certificate, a school, and was 
appointed on the county Board of Education, paid 
off $1,400 of debt in the East in twelve months, and 
although I am now seventy-five years old I am still 
sticking to keeping the Sunday with all my might, in 
one of the worst States in the Union for breaking it. 
—A Pasadena Teacher. / 


A Cement Worker’s Testimony.—On the twenty- 
second day of August, 1918, I went to work for a ce- 
ment company at my home in New York State. I had 
just finished twelve years of labor in a table factory 
here as a gluer. My change in work from gluer to 
quarryman came about partly because I desired the 
increased wages, and partly because I wished to 
get out in the fresh air for my health. I have a 
wife and five children to support. 

I commenced work with the understanding that 
I was not to give any Sabbath service. I was clearly 
converted on the thirteenth day of February. 1907, 
and had not broken the divine command up to that 
time (nor since) in remembering the day. One day 
I was asked to work the coming Sabbath. I plainly 
stated that I coyld not. I went back to work the 
following Monday morning, and a short time after- 
ward was asked to work again, but still declined. 


— 





Finally I was given a position as craneman on the 
steam shovel; I worked here two weeks, and was 
asked to come on for the Sabbath day. I refused 
again, not knowing what the result might be, but 
caring less as long as I knew I was in divine order. 
When Monday morning came I took my place on the 
crane for work as usual, when the engineer stepped 
up and said I would have to go down on the ground 
and work as jackman, for he would have to have 
some one who would work on the Sabbath. 

This I always looked at as a punishment. I said 
nothing about it, only to my Saviour. Here I labored 
at heavy manual labor, harder than I had ever labored 
before in = life, for perhaps two years. This work 
was so unpleasant that about ten different men quit, 
who worked with me. Other men were given bet- 
ter jobs, but I was held at the same old job. During 
the latter part of this time I passed a civil service 
examination for rural mail carrier, and was ap- 
pointed, but I did not accept, as I prayed much over 
the matter and thought God wanted me to stay where 
I was, as I was superintendent of a Sunday-school, 
which I had been for twelve years. A number of 
firemen quit during this time, and I should have been 
given this job, but still they kept me at the old work. 

Other workmen noticed the way I was treated and 
often spoke about it to me. This continued until last 
September, when one fireman quit and I was asked 
to fire until they could get a new fireman. This I 
did, and one was hired, and I broke him in. In a 
few days he left. Then another was hired, and he 
did the same thing, and still the third man, and he 
left. Then the engineer came to me and said, “I 
would like to see you have the fireman’s job, and I 
have this to offer you. If you will fire, take it. I 
will get another man to do the Sabbath firing.” 

God is giving me more financial gain than I ever 
had before. od honors them that honor him, and 
when a-man’s ways please him he makes even our 
enemies to be at peace with us. Amen.—Frederick 
Stanton, Barnersville, N. Y 


Rather Than Run a Sunday Freight.—In my earl 
manhood I was conductor on a local freight whic 
did not work on Sunday, but a new superintendent 
came on our division who knew not God, and he 
ordered the local freight out every Sunday. I had 
a delicate wife and three little children; could I give 
up my position? I had worked hard, and we had 
been as economical as possible, but we had only been 
able to save two or three hundred dollars in the five 
years I had been on the road, but we determined to 
keep God’s day at any cost, so I left the road, bought 
a cheap team of horses and went to work at what- 
ever I could get to do. For the first months I could 
hardly pay expenses, but after a while business began 
to come my way, and in two years I had made seven- 
teen hundred dollars. We have had many testings in 
the forty years since then, but God has always proved 
his word true, Them that honor me, I will honor (1 
Sam. 2: 30).—A. H. M., Bellingham, Wash, 


The Only Real Recreation.—I am a man almost 
seventy-six years old. At the age of thirteen the 
physician told my mother that I had heart disease. I 
began working before I -was eleven. I was con- 
verted at seventeen. . 

The most distressing fits of heart palpitation trou- 
bled me during those early years. I made this a sub- 
ject of prayer, and God graciously heard my prayer 
and completely healed me. I am a newspaper press- 
man by trade, and for nearly sixty years have been 
engaged in night work on a morning newspaper. 

I have been a Sunday-school teacher for almost 
fifty-five years, over fifty years teaching a young 
men’s Bible class in the Methodist church with which 
I have been connected for over sixty years. I have 
the honor of having led the choir of our church for 
about thirty years, and was also a class leader for 
about fifty years, and a local preacher for the same 
period. 

With my irregular hours of work, rising at one 
o’clock every morning except Sunday, my most inti- 
mate friends have said, “How do you stand it?” A 
Methodist class meeting at ten o'clock, the regular 
church service at eleven, at which service I have fre- 
quently had the privilege of speaking; teaching a 
young mén’s Bible class in the afternoon, and for 
many years being responsible for the service of song 
in church and Sunday-school, and for many years 
conducting a young people’s class on a week-night, 
and also a weekly teachers’ meeting for the study 
of the Sunday-school lesson. I think you will ad- 
mit that my life has been a fairly busy one. 

Now this is my testimony, that to spend God’s day 

true spiritual service is the highest and truest 
form of recreation. I go to my work on Monday 
morning as fresh and more so than those who have 
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spent the holy day in so-called recreation of the sec- 
ular, self-indulgent kind. It is absolutely true that 
“they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength” (Isa. 40: 31; : 1% 14). Yes, I claim 
from my own experience that the service of God, and 
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the “putting off” of the daily cares and toils of life, 
and entering whole-heartedly into the spiritual en- 
joyments and employments of the Lord’s day is the 
truest and only real re-creation.—Fred. W. C. Meyers, 
Montreal, Can. 





Missions in China: Their Strength asa Weakness 
By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomes, D.D, 


And what they are really for 












**] am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved’’ (John 10: 9). 
phalanx ; it is designed rather to give access to one person at astime — or a file, if ther 
and we believe he is calling out an out-and-out people for his 
expecting so-called ‘‘Christianizing’’ influences to be so extended among various 
raised and new nations be received into Christendom. Our 

builds upon the personal allegiance of every member of his body. 
thoughts Christward, but admission to the body of Christ is not a general amnesty to the mass, but remission 
and the granting of salvation to every man personally repentant. 


called his disciples individually, not as a company ; 
Name from all nations, not si: 
peoples that moral averages will 


A door does not admit a 
Our Lord 


Lord and 
In mass movements many. may turn 


te 
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The Door is open. If any man ( 


welcome, and yet what a scrutiny !) enter in, he shall be saved.— China’s Millions. 


with the Northern Presbyterian Mission, which 

was holding its annual meeting at the time. 
I gave several addresses to missionaries and spoke 
six times by interpretation to Chinese. A splendid 
work is being done by the devoted workers of this 
station. From Peking I journeyed to Tsinanfu and 
Nanking, and in each place I had several opportun- 
ities of speaking both to missionaries and to Chinese 
students and church-members. 

But I found myself wondering whether, in some 
places, undue emphasis is not being placed on edu- 
cation in contrast with evangelization. I know, of 
course, that very many workers are doing magnificent 
service in evangelization, and nothing I now say is 
intended for an instant to detract ben their fine 
and self-denying work. But side by side with this, 
in several centers and missions, I could not help 
feeling that evangelism was being set aside by purely 
secular educational work. I am well aware that with 
the huge illiteracy in China educational work is es- 
sential, but there is a serious risk of its being regarded 
as an end instead of a means, and also of its being 
separated from the evangelism which is the supreme 
task of the Church. 

Is it not at least risky when a large percentage of 
the teaching staff (in one place fifty percent, | was 
told) is non-Christian? Is it quite right that while 
in one mission area there are more than forty mis- 
sionaries, only two are giving their chief attention 
to distinctively evangelistic work? ; 

A friend of mine collected twenty-six Chinese grad. 
uates of a well-known Christian university in China, 
twenty-six men who had graduated there after four 
years of study. He wished to find out something 
of the result of the work and influence of that insti- 
tution. And he discovered that, of the twenty-six, 
twenty-five had gone back into full heathen Chinese 
life. The President of one such institution has re- 
ferred in his last report to the real problem of mak- 
ing the teaching such as will make and keep the stu- 
dents Christian. If he realizes the problem, I can- 
not be altogether wrong in calling attention to it. 

There is not the slightest danger if education and 
evangelism are kept constantly together. To edu- 
cate one who has been evangelized is to give the 
Christian the best possible equipment for God's ser- 
vice, but to educate without evangelizing is to involve 
the Chinese in serious peril. To show that I am 
not dea‘ing with imaginary dangers, let me quote 
from one who is engaged in educational work and 
who is also a very keen soul-winner. “To see these 
lads going out from us after four years of the 
best training we can give them in science and agri- 
culture and arts, and yet without that which of all we 
can give is the most important, is heartbreaking.” 
Dr. Robert Fitch, of Hangchow, himself engaged in 
educational work, asked in the Chinese Recorder last 
August how it is that while in educational and medi- 
cal missions every precaution is taken to get the best 
quality of teachers, evangelism is almost allowed to 
take care of itself. The entire article seems to me to 
indicate the serious risk I am now emphasizing. 

Two other places stand out in my memory, and 
a brief reference must be made to them. One of 
these is the great city of Canton, with its population 
of nearly two millions. All visitors are soon im- 
pressed by the great number of boats on the river. 
In that respect at least Canton stands first in China, 
if not in all the world, as many do not hesitate to 
afirm. The boat population has been estimated at 
300,000, and the boats are of all descriptions, from 
large junks down to small boats called sampans. I 
am indebted to the report of the South China Boat 
Mission for my information about this remarkable 
feature of Canton life. The boat people are a dis- 
tinct class from the land people, and are regarded by 
the latter as very inferior to themselves. The Mis- 
sion mentioned is the method of bringing the Gos 
pel to these people, and its history is inspiring. It 
$egan in Hong Kong in 1909 through the efforts of 
a Christian woman who succeeded in interesting an 
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American young woman and getting her to make 
this her life work. I had the great pleasure and 
privilege of meeting this latter worker, Miss Florence 
Drew, and two of her fellow-workers, the Rev. W. L. 
and Mrs, Winter. The history of the work cannot 
be given here, but it may be said that there are now 
five boats engaged on this splendid service for Christ. 
The Mission has a representative Home Council in 
America, and all particulars can be obtained from 
the treasurer, Mr, R, R. Walker, 510 South Leavitt 
Street, Chicago. 

I had a number of opportunities of speaking while 
in Canton; indeed I gave eighteen HP anorne in my 
week there. Four times I spoke to large audiences 
of Chinese from the various churches. They were 
the largest Chinese audiences I had anywhere, aver- 
aging quite seven hundred each day. If I may single 
out one subject which seemed of special interest in 
Canton, and, indeed, in every place where I spoke, 
it was “Why we believe the Bible is the Word of 
God.” At Canton I was specially asked by a worker 
to take tais topic. Another interesting experience 
consisted of two visits to the Canton Christian Col- 
lege, one to address the students and the other to 
go over the college, which has a campus of over 
a hundred acres, and several buildings connected with 
various departments of study. 

Among other places visited were the theological 
seminary, a union institution in charge of Dr. Kun- 
kle, a former Rhodes Scholar; the “True Light” High 
School for girls, a fine Presbyterian institution; and, 
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And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man 
with him until the breaking of the day (Gen. 32:24). 


HE story of Jacob’s wrestling with God is really 
that of God’s wrestling with Jacob. It is prob- 
able that this was not the way Jacob would have put 
it, at least at the beginning of the conflict, for he 
seems to have had a very good opinion of himself 
when the wrestling-match began, as also for a long 
way through it. But toward the end it is noth- 
ing less than certain that he would have stated the 
case quite differently ; and ever after that, if you had 
met him, he would have talked about the night when 
the Lord drew near and withstood him face to face. 
The truth of the matter is, Jacob was going up into 
the promised land full of himself. He had two wives, 
two women-strvants, eleven sons, and flocks and 
herds unending. In other words, he had done well, 
and he knew beyond disputing that he was quite a 
personage. And now, he is going back into his 
father’s country to get the full wealth of his inheri- 
tance, with the tread of a conqueror and in a sort 
of. triumphal procession. He would go to sleep then, 
have a good night’s rest, and to-morrow he would 
go up into the land, like the general of affairs that 
he really was. : 

Poor Jacob! How God pitied him. And how, 
too, He loved him, in spite of all the vanity of his 
life and the littleness of his soul. And so it was that 
the Lord drew near, before ever he had had a chance 
to get his good night’s rest, and then wrestled with 
him till the ascending of the morning. And so it 
was also, when Jacob went onward on the morrow, 
that he walked with a limp, with his head bowed and 
his heart in the dust. Nevertheless, his soul was 
greatly enlarged, and Jacob, the supplanter, had be- 
come Israel, for he was a prince and had power with 
God and men. 

Dear reader, have you ever been at Penuel; has 
God ever wrestled with you; has he ever put your 
thigh out of joint, and do you walk with a limp? 


Princeton, N. J. 
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by no means least, the Baptist Compound, where I 
addressed 1,200, of all ages, from the Primary De- 
partment up to men and women. The church was 
practically full, and yet I was told that half of the 
scholars had gone home, owing to the unrest and 
danger of fighting in Canton. I do not know where 
they will put these when they return! This work is 
connected with the Southern Baptists of America, 
and it is evident that they have a fine grip on the 
Chinese in Canton, and are doing a very great work. 
My elect. addressed to the young people present, 
was “Why Is a Boy Like a Lead Pencil?” and as 
it was splendidly interpreted, I could see it was be- 
ing. understood. At any rate, I enjoyed giving it! 

rom Canton I went to Macao, where missionary 
work is carried on by the Rev. J. S. Galloway and 
his able and devoted wife, who has been in China a 
long time. They are alone in Macao, so far as Eng- 
lish-speaking missionaries are concerned, and it is 
impossible to speak too highly of their noble and 
self-denying work for the Master. I found many - 
results. of their efforts in the keen spiritual Chinese 
church which they lead. 

A_ noteworthy feature of my stay at Macao was 
a visit to the grave of Robert Morrison, the first 
Protestant missionary to China. It is in an old and 
sadly-neglected burial ground, which was originally 
given by the Portuguese Government as the only 
cemetery for Protestants. 

The captain of the vessel by which he sailed to 
China said to Morrison with a sneer: “Well, Mr. 
Morrison, I suppose you expect to make a great 
impression on China.” To which the missionary 
ne a but effectively replied: “No, but I expect 

od will.” As recalled the hardships, dangers, 
and persecutions of this noble servant of Christ, and 
then thought of the thousands of missionaries who 
have been working in China without hindrance since 
Morrison’s day, with the tens, or rather, hundreds, of 
thousands of converts, I could not but say, “What 
hath God wrought!” 

I must, alas, pass over my delightful visit to Hang- 
chow where I met the veteran medical missionary, 
Dr. Duncan Main. 

I have felt it necessary to criticize much that I saw 
and heard in China, but in spite of everything I have 
three strong hopes. The first is that, as far as the 
older generation is concerned, the Chinese take the 
Bible as they find it and accept it simply and beauti- 
fully as it is in truth, the Word of God. They believe 
that Scripture says what it means and means what it 
says. The result is that they are usually without the 
difficulties we in the Occident sometimes feel, al- 
though my experience of answering their questions 
showed. how alert the Chinese mind is. But it is a great 
thing, and one that will take criticism some time to set 
aside, that most of the Chinese Christians regard the 
Bible as the authoritative and inspired Word of God. 

Another hope is due to the fact that Higher Criti- 
cal teaching does not produce spiritual results in 
China any more than it does here. As an English 
evangelist once said, “German theology is no use in 
a revival.” Here is one instance in proof that mod- 
ernism is really sterile. It was told last July at a 
meeting in London of the English Bible League, and 
I reproduce it from the magazine: 


In the province of Shansi, in China, there is 
a Bible Training School. The students heard that 
Dr. Hastings’ Bible Dictionary was being trans- 
lated into Chinese. So eager were they to get all 
the help they could in Bible study that they saved 
up their money to buy it as soon as it was out. 
The books arrived, the students received their 
sets of volumes with the greatest enthusiasm and 
went to their rooms to study their new posses- 
sions, and to hunt up various subjects on which 
they wanted light. The next day the missionary 
in charge found himself in a difficulty, The men 
came to him and said, “The Bible says so and so, 
the Dictionary says differently. What are we to 
do?” The missionary offered to buy back the vol- 
umes at half price, and together they would burn 
the lot. It was a touching sight to see those young 
Chinamen handing in the volumes to be burnt, for 
a nice looking book is dear to the heart of a China- 
man! 


I rejoice to know that the late Professor James 
Orr’s International Standard Bible Encyclopedia is 
be:ng adapted for Chinese use. 

But my greatest hope lies in the formation of the 
Bible Union of China, of which full particulars have 
already been given in The Sunday School Times 
(issues of February 5 and 12). Some have said that 
I went to China for the purpose of founding it, -but 
of course the assertion was baseless. The matter 
was quite spontaneous among the missionaries them- 
Selves, as the first Bulletin of the Union just received 
from China clearly proves. But I am glad and 
thankful for its foundation, because it shows that a 
large body of missionaries are alive to the serious 
issues involved in the critical teaching. (Those who 
would like copies of this Bulletin, or who would 
help the testimony of the Bible Union of China by 
their prayers or contributions, may write to the Rev. 
W. R. Williams, Luho, via Nanking, Ku, China. The 
Bulletin will be mailed for 20 cts. a copy, or $1 a 
year by subscription.) 

And now I want to make three suggestions. The 
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Lesson for May 8 
Leviticus 23 : 39-43; Deuteronomy 5 : 12-15; Mark 6:31, 32 


first is that peaple at home should know all that is go- 
ing on in China. It is for this reason that I am tell- 
ing my experiences. I met an American lawyer who 
gave up his practise in the South and has been eight 
years in China, and who is so deeply concerned with 
what he has experienced that he has felt it his duty 
by speech and pen to inform the laymen of his denom- 
ination to what lengths the Higher Critical trouble 
has gone. I shall not,soon forget the calm, balanced 
way in which he stated his impressions and con- 
victions, 

The next suggestion I make is that every one should 
do what is possible to influence the foreign mission- 
ary boards of the denominations to send out only the 
right men. One missionary told me how sad and un- 
satisfactory he had felt it to be one of only two men 
at a station, the other being an exponent of the 
Higher Criticism. There was and could be no fel- 
lowship and no real co-operation between them, If 
Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman’s suggestion is impossible, — 
that of recalling from the field all the missionaries 
who have ceased to believe the Bible to be authori- 
tative, — at least the missionary boards, or whatever 
church authority has this jurisdiction, should pre- 
vent any more such from going out. Since my re- 
turn I have read of Home Committees passing two 
men who did not believe, one in the Virgin Birth 
and the other in the unique Deity of Christ. ? 

And I wish to say most emphatically that it is no 
mere question of whether a majority or a minority 
of missionaries hold the views which the evangelical 
Christian church regards as wrong. The matter is 
far more serious; for the issue is as to why any 
missionary at all holding the critical views of the 
Bible should be sent to the foreign field. 


My third suggestion is that we should do our best 


to provide missionaries with the best books on the 
conservative side. I found that several books, well- 
known in homelands, were absolutely unknown there, 
and I mentioned several of these to one of the lead- 
ing workers engaged in translational work. Mission- 
aries are often not able to buy works, even if they 
know of them, owing to the high cost of books when 
taken to China. People of means could not do any- 
thing better with their money than to provide these 
noble workers with books of the right sort which 
fortify mind and heart. 

But I do not wish to close on the note of criti- 
cism, for while I am convinced that the strictures 
expressed are true and justifiable, I want to revert 
to what I said at the beginning, and say again how 
deeply grateful I feel for the privilege of meeting 
so many true-hearted workers, and of coming into 
touch with them'and (as far as was possible) with 
their work. I cannot adequately express my profound 
respect and esteem for the many noble men and wo- 
men who are “holding fast” and “holding forth the 
word of life” in China. They have made me more 
strongly convinced than ever of the glory and power 
of the “old, old story.” 

In a recent number of the Atlantic Monthly on 
“The Future of Religion in China,” the writer, a 
missionary whom I met in Shanghai, says that the 
missionaries have gone out to China very largely to 
vindicate Western civilization, and that their task is 
nearer accomplishment than most of them realize, 
This is interesting, but it is not true; and I could 
not- have a better. proof of the weakness of a- good 
deal of Chinese missionary work than that article. 
Our sound miSsionaries have gone to China to pro- 
claim the everlasting Gospel of a crucified, ,risen, 
and personal Saviour from sin, and not to vindicate 
any civilization. There is much in Western civiliza- 
tion which, because it is not Christian, is not worth 
vindication, and that missionary writer’s statement of 
the purpose of missionary work is not only inade- 
quate but wrong. Christianity is Christ, and civiliza- 
tion is not necessarily Christianity. Christ means the 
Gospel, and the Gospel means redemption from sin; 
and it behooves those at home and those abroad to 
seek to proclaim by lip and life the message of that 
Gospel as the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth. 


GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA. 








-Will You Join These Givers 
to the China Famine? 




















“ENCLOSED find check for three dollars for 

China famine relief. This represents the very 
first missionary offering of a meal mountain com- 
munity where I have been working under the Home 
Board of our church for four years. While it is 
a small amount, I feel it is anything but small in 
its promise for the future of the people with whom 
I am working, and in the sight - our Father, who 
understands from where it came.” 

This is a letter from a worker in the Appalachian 
Mountains of Tennessee, and speaks eloquently of 
the far cry, even into unexpected corners, that 
the appeal for the relief of the China famine is 
making. 

Another check was from one of the keenest busi- 
ness men of the Eastern states, for $1,000. Both 
gifts alike are precious in the sight of God. The 
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mountaineers are giving out of their poverty, and 
the business man out of his wealth; both as God has 
prospered them. 

These gifts and many others are coming in answer 
to the letters that have been published in The Sun- 
day School Times from Mrs. Rosalind Goforth, Miss 

are, and others writing from-the famine district. 

The secretary of an Italian Sunday-school in one 
of the suburbs of egy ae sends a money order 
for ten dollars, saying, “We are anxious to help the 
suffering people in China about whom Mrs. Goforth 
has written in The Sunday School Times.” A min- 
ing engineer sent a gift “in memory of my most 
dearly beloved wife, who was laid to rest on December 
a A returned missionary in the Far West of the 

nited States, who, after spending twenty years in 
South China, came home afflicted with tuberculosis, 
encloses a gift, and adds this line: “If the Lord 
tarry till then, our daughter looks forward to a life 
of privilege in China.” 

Another letter received encloses a check for $95.97 
sent by a Christian woman in an Eastern state as 
“the gift of my sisters and myself.” She adds: “We 
are poor, living entirely on our earnings. We have 
bought a home, mortgaging it very heavily, and are 
saving desperately hard to pay off the mortgage, that 
we may have our home free in our old age. We 
now have in our joint savings account (which we 
reserve for payments on the mortgage) $191.93. We 
are sending half of it to The Sunday School Times 
fund, and giving the other half through our church 
to China famine relief. This is exclusive of and in 
addition to our tenth. We have been tithing for 
years, and the tithe always goes to the Lord’s work.” 

One can never out-give God, and He who com- 
mended the widow for putting her mite into the 
treasury will reward these “cheerful,” these “hilarious” 
givers for their stewardship, out of their abundance 
or their lack. The Sunday School Times is for- 
warding drafts for $1,000 each as fast as the money 
comes in, deducting only the actual cost of trans- 
mitting and handling the fund. About $40,000 has 
been received. Several writers have asked for a spe- 
cial letter from Mrs. Goforth, but it is impossible, 
on account of the amount of work involved in han- 
dling these trust funds, to write Mrs. Goforth and 
ask her to reply to individuals. The writers have 
her address (Kikungshan, Honan, China), and they 
can write to her themselves, if they chodse. The 
Times cannot do more than forward a formal card 
receipt to the generous donors. It is pleased to con- 
tinue this ministry to fifteen millions or more famine 
sufferers, living almost entirely on leaf-mold flour. 


Gifts by drafts on Shanghai, or registered letters 
enclosing bills or currency, may be sent either to 
Mrs. Rosalind Goforth, Kikungshan, Honan, China, 
or to The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 








The Victorious Life 














Under this heading in frequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


The Victorious Life Conferences are all interdenomina- 
tional. Programs are soon to be issued for the Stony Brook 
Conference, announced below, and may be had from the 
Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry Building, Philadel- 
phia. There will be an enrolment fee for this conference of 
$3, which should be sent to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, at the 
same address. 

Carlisle, Pa., Second Presbyterian Church, 
April 28 to May 1 
NE TE, Be Nesdeedosencdesstastsccssies June 5 to 12 
Annual Summer Conference, Stony Brook, 
SS Re eee ere July 16 to 2% 
The Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D., Charles 
G. Trumbull, R. C. McQuilkin, the Rev. H.. B. 
Dinwiddie, the Rev. Duncan Thomas, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, and missionary speakers. 


ve 


First Conferences at America’s Keswick 


IS fitting ‘that the earliest Victorious Life Con- 
4 ferences to be held at “America’s Keswick” should 
include among the chief speakers a representative of 
the British Keswick in the person of the Rev. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, D.D., who has been a familiar figure 
at the famous English conference in past years. A 
conference will be held at Keswick, N. J., from May 
28 to 31, with Dr. Thomas, Mr. Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, and the Rev. Howard B. Dinwiddie as the 
speakers, and soon after it a second Victorious Life 
Conference will be held at the same place, from June 
18 to 21, with the Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie and the Rev. 
Duncan Thomas as the speakers. 

Preceding these two Victorious Life Conferences 
at Keswick,’ N. J., there will be held as a sort of 
forerunner of them, a “Victorious Life Week End,” 
on May 21 and 22, with the Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie 
and the Rev. Duncan Thomas as the speakers. 
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These conferences will in no way interfere with 
the holding of the Annual Summer Victorious Life 
Conference at Stony Brook, Long Island, N, Y., “the 
third full week in July,” from July 16 to 24, where 
the ee of an consists of the Rev. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, D.D., Mr. Charles Gallaudet Trum- 
bull, Robert C. McQuilkin, the Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie, 
the Rev. Duncan Thomas, Mr. and Mrs, J. Harvey 
Borton, and missionary speakers. 

When the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States went into effect, it was 
made possible in the good providence of God for 
the Victorious Life Testimony to secure for de- 
velopment as a conference center the buildings and 
eros of the Colony of Mercy at “Keswick Grove,” 

. J., wheré William Raws and his family had for 
more than twenty years carried on a wonderful soul- 
coving work. he remarkable way in which this 
transfer came about was told in the issue of The 
Sunday School Times of July 24, 1920, in an article 
entitled “America’s Keswick: Past, Present, Future,” 
which was published in leaflet form, and may be had 
for personal information or free distribution from 
the Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry Building, 
Philadelphia, upon application. 

A clear lake, which offers opportunities for boating 
and swimming lies in the center of the Keswick prop- 
erty, and its outlet flows through an old forest with 
a delightful “ramble” in an environment of wild 
flowers and singing birds. Keswick is situated on 
the South Amboy Division of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, forty-three miles east of Philadelphia; it is 
only two miles distant, over a splendid sandy auto- 
mobile road, from Whiting’s station on the New Jer- 
sey Central, and it is also easily reached by automo- 
bile from Philadelphia and New York. The famous 
tourist resorts of Lakewood and. Lakehurst are within 
fifteen miles. 

The train service is as follows: 

Leave Arrive 
Philadelphia 8.16 A. M. Keswick Grove 9.57 A. 
Philadelphia 4.04 P. M. Keswick Grove 5.29 P. 
Keswick Grove 8.23 A. M. Philadelphia 9.55 A. M. 
Keswick Grove 4.08 P. M. Philadelphia 5.51 P. M. 


In view of the limited accommodations at the pres- 
ent time at Keswick Grove, those who desire to at- 
tend these conferences should register with the busi- 
ness manager of the Colony, Addison C. Raws, Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J. The registration fee for the Vic- 
torious Life Week-End will be one dollar, for each 
person, with an addition of four dollars for board 
for each person, to be paid for accommodations 
through Monday morning breakfast; there is no re- 
duction for a shorter period. The registration fee 
for each Victorious Life Conference will be two dol- 
lars for each person, with the. addition of eight dol- 
lars for board for each person for the period of the 
goaterenss. All payments should be made to Mr, 

aws. 

The program for the Victorious Life Conference 
of May 28-31 is as follows: 

Saturday, May 28.—7.30 P. M., “The Power of the Christ 
Life,” Dr. Griffith Thomas. . 

Sunday, May 29.—9 A. M., Bible Hour, Dr. Thomas; 10.30 
A. M., Victorious Life Hour, Mr. Trumbull; 4.30 P. M., 
Open Air Bible Question Box, Dr. Thomas; 7.30 P. M., 
Platform Meeting, Mr. Trumbull. 

Monday, May 30—9 A. M., Bible Hour, Dr. Thomas; 10 
A. M., Victorious Life Hour, Mr. Trumbull; 4.30 P. M., 
Victorious Life Hour, Mr. Trumbull; 7.30 P. M., Plat- 
form Meeting, Dr. Thomas. 

Tuesday, May 31.—9 A. M., Missionary Hour, H. B. Din- 
widdie; 10.30 A. M., Victorious Life Hour, Mr. Trum- 
bull; 4.30 P. M., Victorious Life Question Box, Mr, 
Trumbull; 7 P. M., Say So Meeting, Mr. Trumbull; 7.30 
P. M., Missionary Platform Meeting, H. B. Dinwiddie. 


ve 


M. 
M. 


Separate from Sin 


N SPEAKING of Romans 6:11 Mr. Dinwiddie 

once pointed out that, “By death is not meant 
annihilation.” Some wish it did mean that, but the 
possibility of sinning is not removed. We are crea- 
tures of free will. Death is separation, however. 
“Reckon ye yourselves dead [separated from] unto 
sin.” Jesus is the one who separates from sin. 
He is the wall between me and sin; if I get at sin 
I must go around Jesus; I must ignore him. He must 
be set aside. I must get at sin in spite of Jesus who 
stands between. Victory is easy. ou are separated 
from sin (not to be, but are). Jesus does now stand 
between me and sin. Trust *:m to keep you from 
getting at sin. Remember the separation is not on 
the outside but inside. “Christ liveth in me.” “Greater 
is he that is in you than he that is in the world” (1 
John 4:4). He separates. 


“When a Christian says, ‘I am afraid I cannot 
hold out’ as a reason for not trusting Christ for vic- 
tory, he has missed the main point. It is because I 
know that I cannot hold out that I turn from self 
to Christ and trust him to keep me.” 


ve 


“The Little Jetts may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company in charming book form for $1. 
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LESSON 6. MAY 8 REST AND RECREATION 
Leviticus 22 : 39-43; Deuteronomy 5: 12-15; Mark 6: 31, 32 
Text.—The streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.—Zechariah 8 : 5 










Lecce 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class . 
HE half dozen heads of departments of a cer- 
tain Christian enterprise, with a desire to have 
its efficiency increased, recently voted unani- 
mously in conference that each should take a whole 
day out of each month,—or at least bi-monthly,— to 
get off, alone, in some new and unwonted environ- 
ment, for rest, reading, meditation, prayer, and 
thinking, especially with a view to keeping out of 
ruts and getting larger vision. It was suggested that 
it was a costly thing to do, but it was concluded that 
it had been costlier not to do so, although the estab- 
lishment observes (and will continue to observe) all 
the legal holidays and takes every Saturday afternoon 
as a half-holiday. No doubt that concern believed 
that this retirement and rest plan would have the 
effect so aptly illustrated in the Round Table (3). 


Our Background Material 

If there be one symbol above another of tireless 
activity in living service, it is the throbbing human 
heart. The heart-throb is the first token of a new 
existence; it is the last sign of remaining life when 
even the very breath has ceased to come and go. B 
day and by night, whether sleeping or waking, in all 
the years from birth to death, the heart keeps on in 
its life-supplying toil, 

Rest to the eating heart is popularly reckoned 
only another name for death; yet rest is essential to 
the heart,— because the heart is human, and must 
have rest. Hence it is that the tireless human heart 
seeks and finds its needful rest between its ceaseless 
throbs; and herein the very heart itself brings its 
lessons of the possibility and the value of snatches of 
rest to every tireless and unceasing worker in the 
sphere of life’s unintermitted duties. If one must be 
as constant at his life-sustaining toil as the heart at 
its life-supplying mission, he can at all events rest 
between heart-beats; and such rest as that is a prac- 
tical reality, and not an extravagant figure of speech, 

Modern physiologists have shown that after every 
heart-beat there is a distinct and well-defined pause 
of the heart as if for rest, and that the aggregate of 
these brief heart-naps-is fully eight hours —or more 
—out of every twenty-four,—a reasonable amount 
of sleep even for a busy worker. If the human heart 
can keep at its important mission as steadily and as 
continuously as it does, and yet gain one-third of all 
the passing time for absolute and refreshing rest, 
who can say that his toil is so unceasingly exacting 
that he has no opportunity for needful rest without a 
complete break from the responsibilities of his posi- 
tion, and a prolonged intermission of their activities. 
—Henry Clay Trumbull, in “Duty-Knowing and Duty- 
Doing.” 

The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain Saragrepne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The “peculiar people” had peculiar institutions. 
One of these was the feast of tabernacles described in 
our lesson text. We have nothing exactly analogous 
to it in our national customs, but, applying the teach- 
ing prir.diple of sgperese sen, Dr. Eilts suggests com- 
parisons which will help pupils to conceive of what it 
meant to the Israelites as a national period for com- 
bining rest with worship. 

The time of the feast of tabernacles is given by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1), and also its fourfold 
purpose. 

This feast pointed forward to the time of Israel's 
glory during the reign of Christ on earth. But Israel 
in her frequent wanderings after false gods forgot 
the significance of the festival, and as a natural con- 
sequence entered upon a long period of neglect of its 
celebration. From the days of Joshua to the time of 
Nehemiah it was not observed. It took the seventy 
years of Babylonian captivity to teach the remnant 
that returned under Nehemiah the meaning of the 
feast. “And all the assembly of them that were come 
again out of the captivity made booths, and dwelt in 
the booths: for since the days of Jeshua the son of 
Nun unto that day had not the children of Israel 
done so. And there was very great gladness” (Neh. 


217). 

It is the statement of the prophet Zechariah that 
leaves it beyond doubt that the feast of tabernacles 
foreshadowed [srael’s latter-day glory: “And it shall 
come to pass, that every one that is left of all the 
nations that came against Jerusalem shall go up from 





1This little book is not a recent- volume, but the de- 
mand for it in connection with the present lessons has 
been so large that the stock is now exhausted. 


Devotional ing: Psalm 63 : 1-8. 

Reference Beatiog : Exod. 33:14; Lev. 23;3; Neh. 8: 9-18: 
Hebrews 4: 9. 

Primary Topic : Heppicet Da of the Week. 
7 Mh HAL | : ut. 5: a Luke 4:16; Mark 32% 
Memory Verse : Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Tan 20 : 8. o 

unior : Holy and Happy Days. 

J Lesson Material : Lev. oad 39°43; Deut. 5; ra-r5; Luke 4: 


16; Mark 3: 1-5. 
Memory Verses ; Exod. 20: 8-a1. 
jate and Senior Topic : Sane Recreation. 
‘Vegig ise Young Pesgts ans Ada : The Use and Guidance of 











Leviticus 23:39 Howbeit on the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruits of 
the land, ye shall keep the feast of Jehovah seven days: 
on the first day shall be a _ solemn rest, and 
on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. 4 And ye shall 
take you on the first day the fruit of goodly trees, branches 
of palm-trees, and boughs of thick trees, and willows of 
the brook; and ye shall rejoice before Jehovah your God 
seven days. 41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto Jehovah 
seven days in the year: it is a statute for ever throughout 
your generations; ye shall keep it in the seventh month. 
42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are home- 
born in Israel shall dwell in booths; 43 that your gener- 
ations may know that I made the children of Israel to 
dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land 
of Egypt: I am Jehovah your God. 


Deuteronomy 5:12 Observe the sabbath day, to keep it 
holy, as Jehovah thy God commanded thee. 13 Six days 
shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; 14 but the seventh 
day is a sabbath unto Jehovah thy God: in it thou shalt 


not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor | 


thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thine ox, nor 
thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates; that thy man-servant and thy maid- 
servant may rest as well as thou. 15 And thou shalt re- 
member that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and 
Jehovah thy God brought thee out thence by a mighty 
hand and by an outstretched arm: therefore Jehovah thy 
God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. 

Mark 6:31 And he saith unto them, Come ye yourselves 
apart into a desert place, and rest a while. For there were 
many coming and going,.and they had no leisure so much 
as to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a desert 
place apart. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








year to year to worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, 
and to keep the feast of tabernacles” (Zech. 14: 16). 

It is significant that our Lord once refused to go 
up to Jerusalem and share in the feast of tabernacles. 
He said to his brethren who did not believe in him, 
“Go ye up unto the feast: I go not up unto this feast; 
because my time is ndt yet fulfilled” (John on 
Later he did go up, but privately (John 7:10 
The nation’s rejection of him is very evident in verses 
14-36 of this chapter, and Jesus could not share in a 
feast the significance of which his uzbelieving people 
thus abused by neglecting him who should have been 
the chief figure in it. 

For while the feast was intended to be a rest holi- 
day for the nation, that fact was incidental to the 
teaching of its symbolism. And hence the Lord on 
the occasion referred to promised his Spirit to those 
individuals truly believing on him (John 7: 37-39). 

The last lesson passage (Mark 6: 31, 32), when he 
went apart with his true disciples, is a picture of what 
the feast might have been had he bee rightly wel- 
comed and received. (See Mrs. Askew, 1 and pre- 
ceding; Mr. Ridgway, 2.) 

The automobile has a good deal to do with it, per- 
haps, but it is a sad fact that there is “a growing 
tendency to observe Sunday as a holidcy rather than 
as a holy day,” as Mrs. Bryner says. The clack of 
the lawnmower, the gleam of the hoe in the garden, 
the whir of the golf-ball on the links are common 
sounds and sights nowadays. Sunday baseball is be- 
coming more popular, and the newspapers are full of 
editorial criticism of “the old blue laws.” It is an 
unhealthy sign of the times: Perhaps if Europe had 
avoided the “Continental Sabbath” it would have 
given more time to the study of God’s Word and not 
have found itself in the present appalling perils it is 
facing. That God honors those who honor his day 
is strikingly evident from the testimonies given in a 
symposium of Sunday School Times readers on page 
223, “How We Keep the Lord’s Day.” 

What the Lord’s Day holds in store for body, mind, 
and soul is made clear by Dr. Thomas (i, 2). And 
he shows further how the two Old Testament records 
of the commandment blend the three elements that 
characterize the Sabbath day. 

Just what real recreation is, and the rule by which 
it can be properly tested is defined and described by 
Dr. Thomas (III, 4; see also Mrs. Askew, 2 and _ pre- 
ceding) ; and five challenging reasons why individuals 
and nations should remember the Sabbath day are 

iven by Dr. Smellie in his lesson study, “A Taste of 

eaven on Earth.” 











































































The Truth that Is Golden 


When the young Rabbi of Judea cried out one day 
to the listening crowd, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labor, and I will give you rest,” his claim must have 
created a sensation. But time and test have proved 
its truth. The only way to keep from going through 
life tense and wearied is to take rest from Christ. 
What this rest of soul is, Dr. Thomas shows in the 
Heart of the Lesson. 

Teaching Points 

Two social occasions on which Jesus was guest are 
noted in Family Worship for Thursday and Friday. 

Yes, Sunday is a day for rest,— but that does not 
mean sleeping beyond Sunday-school, and then ab- 
senting oneself from church because “Willie didn’t 
shovel a path through the Sunday papers in time!” 
(Round Table, 1). One will not be disobediently 
working if one does “God’s kind of good on the 
Lord’s Day” (Family Worship for Saturday). 

There is a great difference between rest and indo- 
lence. The church may have to face that distinction 
one day (Miss Homer-Dixon). 

One of the purposes of the institution of the Sab- 
bath was rest for the servant. How it may be —and 
was — maintained in a modern Christian home is told 
by Mr. Ridgway (1). 

_ The way to use recreation and to avoid its dangers 
is given in a valuable study by Dr. Thomas (III, 5). 
Questions for Study and Discussion 

How’ many “feasts” did Israel observe, and why? 
(Family Worship for Monday.) 

Has the immigration problem anything to do with 
Sabbath desecration? (Dr. Ellis.) 

35” did God ordain the Sabbath? (Dr. Thomas, 


How can the googvioty of any pleasure be deter- 
mined? (Dr. Thomas, III, 4.) 


What are various forms of recreation? 
Is it possible to abuse recreation? How? 
PHILADELPHIA. - 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tus Law or AppErception.—All new knowl- 
edge and experience are hg he ae and in- 
terpreted through knowledge and experience 
already acquired. 











- IS not so difficult for us to interpret in terms of 
our own Thanksgiving Day the spirit of the Feast 
of Tabernacles, but the manner of observance will 
perhaps be better interpreted in terms of a joyous 
camping out occasion when a group of congenial 
spirits have clothed their joy in the garment of rev- 
erent praise, carrying their religion into their recrea- 
tion. 

Our modern Occidental city street, full of danger- 
ous traffic, is not a good basis for the interpretation of 
the Golden Text. e shall have to think of a city 
where life flows along less madly than it does with - 
us, and if it be possible get some other contact with 
the idea of safety and peace which the prophet is set- 
ting forth. An approach to it may occur to us in 
the case of certain streets which sometimes are roped 
off in order to give the children opportunity to play 
in safety. 

In so far as the lesson bears upon the matter of 
the sabbath and sabbath rest, this principle will make 
it easy or difficult for the teacher to impart the truth 
which ought to be taught. Much of the present dis- 
cussion concerning this matter is due to the fact that 
those who discuss it have not the same “appercep- 
tive mass.” Those who come from across the water 
with an experience of the continental sabbath nat- 
urally judge the matter on a basis entirely different 
from those who have the background of a Puritan 
ancestry or trairfing. The parent who has never 
known what the church-going habit is must of ne- 
cessity come to any pone omy, Be of the sabbath ques- 
tion with an entirely different bias from the one who 
has grown up in a Christian home. But the important 
thing for all to recognize is that this is a question not 
to be decided by our past experience or the opinion 
of great preachers, but by the word of Him who 
is Lord of all life.’ The recognition of his authority 
furnishes all needed basis for a right attitude in this 
matter. 


HuntTInopon, Pa. 








The Lesson as a Whole 





By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





“ LL work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.” 
This is an old and very true saying. Every- 
thing needs to relax if it is to last well and 

do its work: india-rubber must not be kept stretched, 
violin strings must not be always tight, machinery 
must be allowed to rest, and even a knife or a razor 
is said to uire periods free from use. So our 
life needs “relaxation” by means of holidays, games 
or new interests. But best of all is the regular pro- 
vision of the sabbath as God’s special day of rest 
for us. 

lL. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Rest and Worship (Lev. 23: 39-43). This was the 
feast of tabernacles, held in our October (15th to 
22nd), after the ingathering of harvest. It was 
at once a Harvest Home and a Thanksgiving Day. 
Notice the features: rest, verse 39; remembrance, 
verse 40; sejotcing, verses 40, 41; reminder, verses 
42, 43 (“your God”). True religion will always be 
joyous and gladsome, because religious joy is pure, 
without any alloy of things doubtful. (1) 

Rest Each Week (Deut. 5: 12-15). The special ap- 
pointment of the sabbath each week is based on our 
physical, mental, and spiritual needs, for every ele- 
ment of our nature needs rest. The body must have 
recuperation for fresh effort. The mind should have 
its interests diverted into other directions. The soul 
needs to come into contact with God and his grace. 
The sabbath includes three things: rest, worship, and 
service for others, and nothing should be allowed 
to interfere with these. The two records of the com- 
— (here and Exod. 20) blend these elements. 

) 

Rest after Work (Mark 6: 31, 32). In loving 
thoughtfulness Christ bade his disciples go with him 
to a quiet spot after their arduous toil, so that they 
might rest and be refreshed. After work, rest is 
essential, and spiritual work is just as exacting as 
any other kind. (3) 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 63: 1-v. Note the three 
references to “my soul,” and the progress indicated: 
(1) The soul seeking, verse 1. (2) The soul find- 
ing, verse 5. (3) The soul following, verse 8. And 
all is based on the soul being able to say “my God.” 


Books.—Commentaries on Leviticus and Deuter- 
onomy, the Pulpit Commentary (Funk and Wag- 
nalls, New York, Ps vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only in 
sets). “How to Play,” by Amos R. Wells (United 
Society of Christian Endeavor, Boston, 75 cts.). 
Of works on the Ten Commandments, “The Law of 
the Ten Words,” by J. Oswald Dykes (Geo. H. Doran 
Co., New York, 50 cts., net). Two-good books to be 
used during the entire Quarter are “Ourselves 
and Others,” by. H. Clay Trumbull (The Sun- 
day Schoel Times Co., 50 cts.) and “Boy-Talks,” 
by Philip E. Howard (The Sunday School Times 
Co., $1.50). 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


Hi. Additional Material for Teachers P 

Exodus 33:14; Leviticus 23:3; Nehemiah 8:9-18; 
Hebrews 4:9. 

1. Exodus 33: 14. 
(2) the resultant rest. 

2. Leviticus 23:3. (1) Rest after work; (2) rest 
in view of more work. 

3. Nehemiah 8:9-18. A wonderful Sabbath: (1) 
Joy, verse 9; (2) unselfishness, verse 10; (3) learn- 
ing oes will, verses 13-15; (4) obedience, verses 
16-18. 

4. Hebrews 4:9. The sabbath of the soul (not 
heaven, see context). (1) The rest of faith, verse 
3; (2) the rest of faithfulness, verse 11. 


lil. The Graded Tepics 


Intermediate and Senior: Sane Recreation. (1) 
Recreation means re-creation, the restoration of 
wearied and jaded powers. All forms of recreation 
should therefore be tec’ed by this rule: does it re- 
create, renew, restore, recuperate? If a recreation 
or pleasure does not conform to this, it cannot be 
good. We can and should apply this to such forms 
of pleasure as dancing, theater-going, card-playing, 
the movies, and others. And even checkers, chess, 
baseball, football, and the like, must be similarly 
tested. The words of the mother of John Wesley 
when her son was going to college are worth quoting 
again: 

“Would you judge of the lawfulness or the unlaw- 
fulness of a pleasure, take this rule; whatever weakens 
your reason, impairs the tenderness of your con- 
science, obscures your sense of God, or takes off the 
relish of spiritual things, whatever increases the 
authority. of your body over your mind —that thing, 
to you, is sin.” Or may we put it still more defi- 
nitely: any pleasure which makes us disinclined. or 


(1) The promised presence; 
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less inclined for prayer or our Bible is sure to be 
wrong. (4) 

(2) Recreation, i, ¢, re-creation may take vari- 
ous forms: (a) Sometimes, cessation from work; 
(6) sometimes, change of work; (c) sometimes, di- 
version of body and mind by means of games. The 
Sabbath is of special value for physical rest, intel- 
lectual change, and spiritual worship. Students 
should avoid- study on Sunday, even though the 
themes be sacred. Theological students at colleges 
will find it in every way valuable to avoid all or- 
dinary college work on the Lord’s Day, for their 
minds will be the fresher for the change and rest. 


Young “ty 4 and Adults: Use and Guidance of 
Recreation. In addition to the foregoing note the 
following points: (1) Athletics for the body and 
difference of reading for the mind are valuable and 
essential. The great thing is a real change from 
ordinary life and work. (2) And yet guidance is 
needed, because while abuse does not take away 
use, it is only too easy for use to degenerate into 
abuse. And abusé of a right thing may become as 
dangerous as use of a wrong thing— (a) over-in- 
dulgence in athletics will tend towards developing 
the purely — and “animal” in us; (b) over-in- 
dulgence in light reading will tend to weaken and 
“fritter” away our mental powers. (3) Note these 
words and see the peril and error of what is false 
in them: “Recreation” (see above) should be re- 
creation. “Pastime” is inadequate, and dangerous, 
lest our recreation be merely to “ ss the time.” 
“Amusement” means the a’ sence of thought; “a” 
(not) and “muse” (to think) ; but this lack of men- 
tal exercise may easily harm us. (4) “Holiday” 
comes from “holy-day,” and is a reminder that our 
recreation should be conside:ed in relation to God, 
and is included in the “whatsoever” of 1 Corinth- 
ians 10:31. (5) No recreation (or anything else) 
on Sunday should be indulged in at the expense of 
the rest of others. Recently in England a proposal 
was made for theaters to be opened on Sunday, but 
it was overwhelmingly defeated by actors themselves, 
who said they must have the day for rest. (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The body is often used to illustrate the soul. Thus, 
water suggests cleansing; air symbolizes prayer; 
food reminds of the Bible, and exercise illustrates 
obedience. Think now of rest and what it teaches. 


1. Rest of body. Sleep is “tired nature’s sweet 
restorer,” and should be (1) natural; (2) regular, 
and (3) refreshing. 


2. Rest ¥ soul, Matthew 11:28 speaks of a two- 
fold rest: (1) Rest given by Christ. This is through 
“coming,” through faith; (2) rest found in Christ, 
This is through “taking his yoke” by surrender and 
obedience. The “rest of faith” signifies the quiet- 
ness of heart as we trust in Christ. These two as- 
pects of “rest” are the Fs ge wnt vg ogy of the 
soul (Heb. 4:9, Greek), and should be. ours until 
we reach Heaven where we shall both “rest” (Rev. 
14:13) and “rest not” (Rev. 4:8). 


V. Leading Questions 

Explain these words and show their force: re- 
creation, pastime, amusement, holiday. 

What are the special perils of (1) physical, (2) 
intellectual recreation? 

Explain “change of work is rest.” 

Distinguish between vocation and vacation. 

Justify the use of the Sabbath apart from religious 
grounds. 

What is the place of the Church is regard to rec- 
reation? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


A Taste of Heaven on Earth 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


ERODOTUS has a story about Croesus, the 

last king of Lydia. Croesus had a son who 

was dumb until the time of the siege of Sardis. 
But then he saw a Persian soldier rush forward 
to strike his father, and he found his voice and 
cried, “I pray you, do not kill Croesus.” The pain 
in his heart overcame the impediment in his _ 
If you and I have been dumb hitherto, our hearts 
should burn to see God’s day assailed, and we should 
speak out in expostulation and remonstrance. 


Rang Sabbath is a bulwark against the tyranny of 
labor. 

When has the weekly break in the routine of secu- 
lar business been so imperative a necessity as now? 
We live in a world of pressure of which our fathers 
had no conception. If their own health and that of 
their children is not to deteriorate, if the citizens 
of the commonwealth are to remain physically strong 
and capable of doing in the future what they have 
done in the past, masters must preserve for them- 
selves the rest of one day in seven, and workmen 
must be set free during its hours from grinding and 
exacting toil. On _ physiological and economic 

ounds, the pause, the quietude, the recuperation of 

unday are essential. We do not require to be pessi- 
mists to feel that the feverish swiftness of our mod- 
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ern life must be calmed once a week, or the out- 
look is ominous indeed. 


The Sabbath is a barrier, also, against the inroads 
of pleasure, 

It would be difficult to decide whether we are in 
more danger from the keenness and haste of compe- 
tition or from the love of amusement. There is a 
close connection between fhese two. People hard- 
driven during three-fourths of their lives wish, in 
the remaining fourth, to have some relaxation; the 
rebound is inevitable from the monotony of their 
tasks. “The bow must sometimes be unbent,” as John 
told the faultfinder at Ephesus. But the pity is that 
recreation is nqt always helpful in its character, and 
that it tends to become in its turn as absorbing as 
labor has been, Hitherto the Lord’s Day has stood 
like a rock, confronting these’ demands of our pleas- 
ure-seeking souls. It has offered men and women 
delights soberer than other enjoyments are, but whole- 
somer and more permanent. But the risk is that 
the fences sheltering the Sabbath will be thrown down, 
and that as a modern English essayist says, its still- 
ness will be vulgarized into “a Bank Holiday once 
. week.” And no loss can be more harmful than 

at. 


Moreover, the Sabbath is an antidote against intel- 
lectual and spiritual shallowness. 

In one of her prose books, Christina Rossetti de- 
scribes “the idler” — the man who “has not leisure to 
be thorough, neither has he energy to be prompt.” 
His mind is lax; his habits are unstable as water, 
dribbling out in this direction, overflowing in that, 
running short somewhere. Many of us understand 
too well the idler’s weaknesses. But, every week, 
as Miss Rossetti points out, the call comes to us 
“to gird ourselves to worship with zeal, and to shut 
our mental door peremptorily against the lounging 


gconcourse of everyday interests which keep it on the 


jar.” That is an excellent discipline for us. The 
church ‘is our university. The minister is our in- 
structor. The Sabbath is our golden season of op- 
portunity, of acquisition, of growth in divine knowl- 
edge and in practical obedience to our Lord and Sav- 
iour. It has been a fountain of mental stimulus in 
the past, and a mine of mental wealth; and for this 
reason we must not part with it. 


Then, too, the Sabbath is an admonition against 
self-asseftiveness in the realm of religion. 

The fourth commandment is, in some respects, the 
most directly positive of the ten. It is the definite 
injunction of God, which bids us keep for Himself 
a seventh of our time, rather than, let us say, a sixth 
or an eighth. This is the will and royal decree of 
our King; and we need to be brought back to the 
foundation principle of reverent submission to him. 
We are disposed to regulate our very pieties by our 

redilections, and to be a law to ourselves. Because 
abor may be sacred; because we may practise the 
presence of God in our recreations; ‘because im- 
pulses from vernal woods teach us moral evil and 
moral good, and the mountains, in Mr. Ruskin’s 
words, can be both our schools and our cathedrals ; 
because every place is holy, and every moment a 
bit of eternity: we pronounce it needless to isolate 
one day from its companions, and to crown it with 
peculiar sanctity. But what right have we to form 
our own opinions, and to guide our own course, in 
this matter? It should be enough that God has 
spoken, explicitly, decisively. A religion which is 
nothing else than a slavish adhesion to rules is not 
a vital religion. But we may be even more sus- 
picious of a religion which flings itself clear, in im- 
patience, from the commandments of God. 


There is a final word. The Sabbath is an unan- 
swerable argument against the notion that there is 
nothing but the seen and temporal. 

On it, in instances innumerable, the morning has 
broken on those who were sitting in darkness and 
the shadow of death. On it, the servants of the Lord 
have been dowered with. “more life and fuller,” and 
have come down from the Mount with shining looks, 
and hearts aglow, and lips emboldened to confess 
their Master. On it, God, and Christ, and the in- 
visible world which is the real world, and the future 
of which the present is only the prelude, have drawn 
near, and disclosed their secrets. If you could blot 
the Sabbaths out of the centuries, you would de- 

rade all history. If you empty and secuiarize the 
Sabbath to-day, you put heaven and eternity far off, 
and you imprison us in the littleness and the sadness 
and the hopelessness cf a world which is of the earth 
earthy. 

Therefore let us cherish and hallow the Day which 
is a delight, the hoby of the Lord, and honorable. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
ue 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


EST follows work. We have God’s word for 
the fact that rest follows labor — but how many 
in the churches to-day like to do all the resting and 
leave the labor to a few overworked missionaries ! 
Leviticus 23:39 tells us that the resting-time was to 
come “when ye have gathered in the fruits of the 
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land” : we are all called to work in God’s 
vineyard, and gather the fruits for him; 
but how have we obeyed? There have 
been sixty generations since Christ sent 
his followers to gather souls from sin 
to salvation, and one billion sixty-five 
millions to-day are waiting in vain for 
the laborers, and you must multiply that 
billion by sixty if you would realize the 
souls who have gone out into darkness 
because the Church has chosen to rest be- 
fore she worked, instead of afterwards! 


N1aGARA FAtts, CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Thanksgiving Day.— When ye have 
gathered in the fruits of the land, ye 
shal keep the feast of Jehovah (Lev. 
23:39). Every fellow thinks “Thanks- 
giving dinner” of course. Gastronomic 
visions of roast turkey and cranberry 
sauce and pumpkin pie rise right up in 
the Sunday-school. Not to speak of 
football and college reunions. And these 
recreations are too splendid for anything. 
No fellow would miss either if he could 
help it. Who wouldn't just love to fill 
up on turkey and fixin’s, and then go 
and see the High School wallop West 
Chester, or wallop first and fill after, if 
you are a town chap. But I want you 
to note the last clause in regard to this 
great American holiday. feast unto 


the Lord (1 Cor. 10: 31; Col. 3:17, 23). | 


Princeton used to play some football, 


and Thanksgiving Day was THE DAY for | 


the cubs of the tiger and the sons of Eli. 
In those days when Speer, Stagg, and 
Gayley and their like played on the team 
and won, they put their heads all to- 


gether and sang “Praise God from! 
When a/| 
spirit like unto that gets into our holi- | 
days they will become holydays, and we 
shall be taking our “rest and recreation” | 


whom all blessings flow.” 


as-unto the Lord. 
“sam singers” could hold the line as 
invincibly as Cromwell's’ Old Ironside 
“sam singers” held the line and went 
through the line. In most towns a union 
Thanksgiving service is held, and if you 
will just think it out good and hard you 
will be convinced it is the greatest ser- 
vice of all the year, and the one service 
every loyal citizen should attend. 


That . “Help” Question. — That thy 
man-servant and thy maid-servant may 
rest as weN as thou (Deut. 5:14). How 
about that big Sunday dinner, with three 
kinds of pie and an afternoon of utter 
stagnation? And the “women folks” 
having a hard day’s work in the kitchen. 


One of the clever newspaper cartoon- | 


ists has a series of telling pictures which 
he calls “The Day of Rest.” It always 
turns out to be the “old man’s” most 


strenuous day. -I was just wondering | 


if man-servants and maid-servants in 
many a Christian home couldn’t appre- 
ciate those pictures. “As we always have 
a sp dial dinner on Sunday, it is a safe 
time to have company, don’t you know”! 
A familiar excuse to Sunday-school 
superintendents are the werds, “Com- 
pany for dinner.” <A question I often 
put to bosses is, “Would you work for 
You if you could aanatile get a job 
somewhere else?” And most of them 
grin and candidly say they would not. 
Some folks have trouble to secure and 
hold competent household help. A good 
man-servant or maid-servant can always 
select a good master and mistress. Now, 
if you had your service to sell, to what 
kind of a market would you take it? 
Well, I guess so. We are talking about 
rest and recreation in this lesson, and 
man and maid need it even more than 
master and mistress, as their station is 
more circumscribed. Our own domestic 
arrangements were never more satisfac- 


tory than when our cook was a teacher | 
in the Primary department of the Sun- | 


day-school, the maid a member of the 
Sunday-school, and the man of all work 
a colored local preacher. 
Ridgway household took its rest and 
recreation in cold victuals, picnic style, 
and in the fun of the Sunday-schools 
(Col. 4:1). (1) 


A Good Way.—Come ... apart... 
and rest a while (Mark 6:31). Did you 
ever attend a_ Bible 








Those Princeton | 


The wholé | 


Conference? | 
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For rest? Did you get it?, The trou- 
ble was that you liked everything on 
the menu, and tried to get away with 
the whole bill of fare. I have just been 
to breakfast in this big Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania in New York where I am writing, 
The breakfast card was very attractive, 
from grape fruit down to buttermilk. 
But I only took frizzled beef and buck- 
wheats and coffee —and am feeling fine 
thank you, as I sit in this beautifu 
lobby having a beautiful rest! In a few 
weeks thousands of folks will be taking 
their two weeks or more vacation. Many 
will come home from their annual “rest” 
all worn out. Not every one knows how 
to re-create himself by rest. Here is 
how one fellow I know keeps himself 
young and full of ginger by taking this 
rest every week. e begins his rest day 
with a cold bath, winter and summer. 
After a - breakfast he goes to Sun- 
day-school, where he leads a class of 
two hundred and more men. Then fol- 
lows church, and at the end of the ser- 
vice he shakes hands with that part of 
the congregation which comes down his 
aisle. hen home to a cold lunch. In 
the afternoon he walks to a mission 
Sunday-school, of which he is superin- 
tendent, and in which he teaches a class 
of young men. After Sunday-school 
a stereopticon exhibition and lecture. 
Then he visits his sick, and at six o’clock 
| he has a cup of coffee and a light —-. 
per. When he goes to bed Sunday ee 
he sleeps without any rocking. e 
weighs two hundred pounds, and all his 
friends say, “You get younger every 
day.” This seemis to be the solution of 
the rest and recreation problem — and 
isn’t it the Christ way? (Luke 4: 16, 31; 
| Mark 6:2.) (2) 

| CoaTEsviILie, Pa. 





Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 
the lesson of May 22, “The Christian 
View of the Family; or, What a Chris- 

tian Home Should Be” (Luke 10 : 38-42; 2: 

51, 52; 2 Tim. 3: 14, 15), will be found useful. 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions werks from varicus pub- 
lishers, and will be found, twu weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 

I. For commentaries on Luke, Godet 
(Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, $6), and 
2 Timothy, Bishop Moule, in the Devotional 
Commentary (Religious Tract Society, Lon- 
don). One of the best books on .home is 
“When Home is Heaven,” by Dr. J. Wilbur 





Cheques (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
11.50). ; 

Il. The pamphlet, “Is Your Whole Family 
Saved?” has a particularly blessed message 
in connection with the present lesson (30 
cts. a dozen, 3 cts. each, or $2 a hundred, 
postpaid). 

An exceptional volume is an old book by 
Henry Clay Trumbull, “Hints on Child Train- 
ing.” Its thirty chapters on every phase of 
our relations to our children are sure to be 
helpful to every parent ($1.25). The Sunday 
School Times pany, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they per not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance.of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lessor illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words. 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of ger ones ly good. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations en the Golden Text. 


Shoveling.—Observe the sabbath day, 
to keep it holy, as Jehovah thy God cgm- 
manded thee (Deut. 5:12). “I didn’t 
see you in church yesterday.” “No; 
Willie didn’t shovel a path through the 
Sunday papers in time.”—From Homi- 
letic Review. Sent by the Rev. J. M. 
Bigham, Huntersville, N. C. (1) 


Keeping It Holy.—K cep it holy (v. +. 
Speaking in London, Canon Ottley told 
the following story as illustrating some 
folks’ idea of keeping the Sabbath. A 
Scotchman, one Sunday, went into his 
back yard to mend a barrow. The loud 
banging which accompanied the driving 
in of the nails brought his wife to the 
door. “Donald; Donald,” she cried, 
“what are ye about on the Sabbath?” “I 
tell ye, I must mend the barrow. I want 
to use it,” answered her husband. “Ye 
must* not,” was her reply. ‘“What’ll the 
neighbors say? Or, if ye do, ye must 
use screws. It’s the Lord’s Day.”— 
From the Sunday-School Chronicle. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


“Observing” the Lord’s Day.—Kecp it 
holy (v. 12). “Well, Master Jackson,” 
said his minister, walking homewards 
after service with an industrious laborer, 
who was.a constant attendant, “well, 
Master Jackson, Sunday must be a 





blessed day of rest for you, who work 
so hard all the week! And you make 
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ways seen at church!” “Ay, sir,” re- 
plied Jackson, “it is indeed a blessed 
day; I works hard enough all the week, 
and then I comes to church o’ Sundays, 
and sets me down, and lays my legs up, 
and thinks o’ nothing.”—From the Sun- 
day-School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


Offended.—/n it thou shalt not do any 
work (v.14). A minister having preach- 
ed against the profanation of the Sab- 
bath, which much prevailed in his par- 
ish, and especially among the more 
wealthy inhabitants, the servant of a 
nobleman came to him, and said, “Sir, 
you have offended my lord to-day.” The 
minister replied, “I should not have of- 
fended your lord except he had been 
conscious to himself that he had first 
offended my Lord, and if your lord 
will offend my Lord, let him be of- 
fended.”—From the Rev. J. J. Wray, in 
Good Company., Sent by the Rev. W. 
eae, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, 

ng. 


God’s Ability.—Jehovah thy God com- 
manded thee to keep the sabbath day 
(v. 15). Dr. Van Doren said that years 
ago a young man came to him and said, 
“IT must lose my place or break the Sab- 
bath.” The preacher said to him, “Let 
the place go. If you think that God 
cannot open a door as quick as mere man 
can shut one, then you might hesitate.” 
—From “Experience.” Sent by the Rev. 
W. Haslam, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lan- 
cashire, Eng. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. (2) 


Equipped by Retirement.— Come ye 
yourselves apart into a desert place, and 
rest a while (Mark 6:31). It is said that 
the air of the famous Kentucky cave 
has a peculiar power of stimulating the 
senses. After the visitor has been in it 
for an hour or two, and returns to the 
open air, he can discern the scents of 
the flowers, trees, and grasses in an 
extraordinary manner. So new percep- 
tions of spiritual things will come if you 
draw aside from the world, and get into 
the quiet of God’s presence.—From the 
London Sunday School Times. Sent by 
J, A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (3) 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou hast taught us 
not only to work but to rest. Forgive us if 
we have not been wise about either rest .or 
work. If the fever of hurried moments and 
days has burned out the strength that thou 
hast so lovingly supplied, forgive our mis- 
use of time and energy. we have been 
indolent and at rest when we should have 
been eagerly at work, forgive, we pray thee, 
our sloth and uselessness. Lord Jesus, be 
thou master of our work and rest alike, so 
that we may be ready instruments, available 
at our best for whatever duty thou dost 
lay upon us. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What is the mean- 
ing of recreation? Play? Yes, perhaps. 
Having a good time? Well, that ought 
to be recreation if it is a good time. 
Athletics? Yes,*your work with the team 
on track or field can be recreation, though 
it isn’t always that. Recreation is the 
building up again of a tired body or 
mind. Folks who do little or no work 
know little or nothing about recreation, 
Folks who play most of the time get 
so tired of it that real work is often 
the recreation they need most. What 
do you think of the man who said, “The 
first thing after I am up and dressed 
in the morning I like to stop and take a 
good long rest”? And of that other one 
who insisted that he liked work, but 
that he didn’t like to work between 
meals! We haven’t much use for men 
like that. No, we need to live well-bal- 
anced lives, working hard when we work, 
and playing heartily when we play, with 
enough of both to keep body and mind 
at their best,—for play? No, indeed, for 
work! We must take enough rest and 
play to make us fit for the best work. 
And how it answers for us the question 
of Sunday doings when we fill the day 
with restful, blessed work for the Lord 
Jesus! How wrong to waste the day 
and spoil the day by degrading it into 
a time of laziness and distractions! Are 


good use of the day, for you are al-~- 











































Lesson for May & 


Leviticus 23 : 39-43; Deuteronomy sg: 12-15; Mark 6:31, 32 


you letting God plan your time for you 
so that your play-time will be refresh- 
ing, and your work-time joyous and ef- 
fective? We ought to be at our best — 
for Him. Are we, to-day? Let us pray. 





WORK REST 


FOR | HIM 
THE BALANCED LIFE 














od 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Come ye yourselves apart.” 

“Take time to be holy.” 

“You may have the joybells.” 

“Take my life, and let it be.” 

“In the service of the King.” . 

“Go to the deeps of God’s promise.” 
“Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah.” 
“Take the Name of Jesus with you.” 


~ 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
. tical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 63: 1-8 (132 : 1-3). 

Psalm 4:1-8 (7 : 1-3)., 

Psalm 122: 1-9 (258 : 1-4). 

* Psalm 16: 1-11 (24: 1-4). 

Psalm or : 1-16 (181 : 1-4). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—The story material suggested 

for to-day’s lesson is meager and 
unusual, but conveys the idea of doing 
good on the Sabbath. j 
there seems to be a growing tendency 
to observe Sunday as a holiday, rather 
than a holy day. Children need to be 
impressed that God’s Rest Day was in- 
tended to be a holy, helpful, happy day. 
This should be the aim of to-day’s les- 
son teaching. 

Introduction—Do you have a recess 
at school? What is it for? Everybody 
needs a rest and change é¢very day and 
every week. When school is out for the 
day, what do you like best to do? There 
is an old saying that “All work and no 
play makes Jack a dull boy.” But peo- 
ple need a rest from both work and 
play. It is God’s plan that all his crea- 
tures shall rest in sleep. That is why 
mother says so often, Children, it is 
your bed time. God made the days for 
work and play, and he made the nights 
for rest and sleep. That is one way to 
take care of the body which God has 
given, so that it can do its work in the 


world. Chickens, birds, animals, people, | 


all need sleep and rest. At bedtime we 
may pray, 
“Father, now we thank Thee 
For the morning light, 
For our days of gladness, 
For rest at night.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., 
Iowa, 35 cts.) 


Wapello, 


In the morning we may pray, 
“Father, we thank Thee for the night, 
And for the pleasant morning light, 
For rest and food and loving care, 
And all that makes this day so fair.” 
(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, Bos- 
ton, $1.25; postage, 10 cts.) 


Review.—Last Sunday’s story told how 
Jesus loved to be in God’s temple, lis- 
tening to the wisest teachers. 


Lesson Material.— When Jesus went 
home to Nazareth it was his custom, or 
habit, to go to the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath day. There he heard some one 
sead from God’s Holy Word. Jesus had 
learned God’s command, Remember the 
sabbath day, to keep it holy. He knew 
that it was God’s plan to set apart one 
day of every week for a day of rest 
and worship. “Six days shalt thou labor 


and do all thy work, but the seventh da 
is the sabbath of the Lord thy God.” tt 
ts not a day for laziness, but to do the 
best things that we know, to read and 
study the best books and papers, to sing 
the best songs, to go to the best places, 








and to live our very best and do helpful 
things. In church we sing, “Day of all 
the week the bést.” 

One sabbath, after Jesus grew up, he 
was in the synagogue, when he saw a 
man with a withered hand, so he said 
to him, Stretch forth thy hand, and he 
healed him. Then he said to the people, 
It is lawful to do good on the sabbath 


an ; 
st Sunday we talked about carryin 
a May basket to somebody who coul 
not get out to see the spring flowers. 
That was one way of doing good on the 
sabbath. The Bible is the best book that 
we know. People attend church and Sun- 
day-school to learn more about God’s 
Holy Word, and to keep his day holy 
by worship. 
“God is in his Holy Temple, 
On his Holy Sabbath Day, 
Let us praise Him; let us thank him 
As we worship, sing, and pray.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 


If we carry a flower, a book, paper, 
or picture, or a little fruit, or if we sing 
a song to cheer somebody who is ill or 
shut in, we help make it a happy day. 

“Jesus is the children’s helper 

In their work and play, 
Helps them to be good and careful 
What they do and say.” (Carols.) 


When people remember Sunday in the 
best ways that they know, it helps them 
to make all the week-days better. Our 
closing song will help us this week. 

“Sunday-school is over 
For another day, 

Hear us now, dear Jesus, 
As to Thee we pray, 

Through the week be with us 
In our work and play, 

Make us kind and loving, 
Help us to obey.” (Carols.) 


Peoria, It. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Rest and recreation for young bodies, 
minds, and hearts. Why? what? and 
how ?'— according to God’s plan. 


re TALK to very young girls about 
rest is about like talking to four- 
| year-old beginners about “keeping still” ; 
|one is as far from the bent of nature 
as the other, as the girls understand the 
| term. What they want is motion, activ- 
| ity, action, “something doing” all the 
| time, while to them “rest” mean idleness, 
| dulness, stagnation. Yet even they will 
| admit that they know the exhaustion of 
| doing anything, however delightful, too 
long and too hard, or of trying to do 
something for which one is not fitted or 
pfepared. 

Remind them that the Lord Jesus was 

















}a young, vigorous man, who loved his 
work with all the intenseness of youth, 
yet he tired, physically, under it, when | 
the people gave him no rest, “no leisure | 
so much as to eat.” And he planned | 
the needed physical rest for himself and | 
his disciples, “apart, in a desert [se-| 
cluded] place,” though the eager people 
frustrated his plan. 

They know, too, more quickly than 
older ones, the weariness of mind that 
comes from monotony of occupation, 
from too long a strain at one task. They 
will admit, if they trust you, that the 
are often heartsick— “sick of myself,” 
as one girl put it; restless because they 
have not yet found themselves or their 
place in life, and waiting is so hard when 
one is young! More real unhappiness 
lies here for girls than anywhere else, a 
restlessness that sometimes results in 
tragedy, and often in sadness or moodi- 
ness which spoils otherwise fine young 
lives. It is the effort to break away from 
this pursuing restlessness that makes 
girls do such “wild” things, things so 
far from the best we know in the girl 
we can hardly believe them of her. Pray 
that this may be our opportunity to help 
these little sisters of ours to find the 
One who is the only lasting cure for all 
this, the One whose 


a . greatness flows around our incom- 


pleteness, 
*"Round our restlessness, His rest.” 


For the cure for weariness of body, 








mind, or spirit is change, such a change 
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as brings us a greater fitness for what 
we have to be and do, so that our lives 
shall not press upon any unprepared part 
of _ourselves. nd He is: that change, 
that fitness, that rest from self for the 
abundant life he came to bring to all 
who will accept him, to our young girls 
no whit less than to us who are older. 
He meets the needs of a ‘teen-age girl 
just as wisely, lovingly, completely, sat- 
isfyingly to her, as he does those of her 
father and mother. (1) 


2. But when we speak of recreation, 
or phy, to our girls, we are on easy 
grown —right where they want us to 
e. What one of us has not been re- 
peatedly questioned as to whether it is 
right to do this or that favorite thing? 
How shall we answer? Ask them to 
spell recreation, thinking of its original 
root meaning, re-create, and they will 
have a good guide-line by which to meas- 
ure many a pleasure. 

es it re-create either body, mind, 
or spirit? Does it conserve old or build 
new strength for any part of our three- 
fold selves? Or does it rather tear down 
or wear away one or all these phases 
of our lives? That is a rightful recrea- 
tion for a Christian girl which refreshes 
her body, yet does not impair her men- 
tal powers nor dull her spiritual keen- 
ness. She must watch for the effects 
on all sides of her life of the pleasure 
she finds delightful for one. 

Perhaps it is the time and place of the 
recreation which makes it a destroyer 
of her finer self rather than the actual 
thing itself. Perhaps it is the associates 
she finds in doing it.. Perhaps it is only 
that it is crowding out of her life her 
time, strength, interests, prayers — that 
which she knows is of far higher value. 

Let her take note of the sum total of 
herself after each recreation, and judge 
it thereby. If she finds herself an all: 
round better servant of her Lord for it, 
that is a true re-creation for her; un- 
less by it, which is benefiting her, she 
is causing her “brother to offend.” That 
will certainly spoil its spiritual benefit 
for a Christian girl. (2) 


Home Study and Prayer 
Some questions for thought: Did 
Jesus fret or rest during his thirty years 
of training for service? Do you know 
anybody in whose life any recreation is 
a dominant interest who is a real power 
in the Kingdom? Do you keep the day 
set by God for rest a rest-full day — do 
ou seek him that day as your Rest? 
o you know the Christian’s fourfold 
rule for a “good time”? Look up Mat- 


thew 6:33, 1 Corinthians 8:13, and 10: 


31, and Romans 15:3 a. 
Decatur, GA, 
ve 








Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A bitten apple. 


Discussion: What are some of the things 
we do which violate the Sabbath? What 
are “works of necessity and mercy”? 
How-#s a fellow to decide what is right 
and what is wrong to do on the Sab- 
bath? 

Objective: Spend God’s Day in a way 
to honor him. 











AY, fellows, I was visiting a boy 
friend one afternoon and while we 
played his mother called him. Won- 
dering if there was anything wrong, I 
waited and listened while he answered 
the summons. I could hear her speak- | 
ing to him as she said: “Bob, here are | 
two apples—one for you and one for | 
Wade.” | 
Then I waited, and as Bob did not | 
return at once I stepped to the corner | 
of the house to see what kept him. That | 
fellow was sitting on the step digging | 
his teeth into one of the apples. j 
thought: “Well, that’s polite, starting 
on his own before he gives the other to 
his guest!” It rather disgusted me. Di- 
rectly Bob came round the corner, kind 
of sheepish like, and what do you sup- 
pose he did? Well, fellows, he offered 
me the bitten apple! 
That was enough for me. Take it? 
I guess not. I turned on my heel with- 
out a word and went straight home. I 
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don’t think anything ever inspired more 
contempt in me as a boy than that piece 
of petty thievery. 

Of course, fellows, that was not a 
Christian way to treat an erring play- 
mate, and I fear I had very little char- 
ity in my heart; I am just telling you 
frankly how that act of Bob’s impressed 
me. And it was only in the beginning 
of Bob’s eventful career. Twenty-five 
years later, Bob’s name was in the daily 
papers all over the country. He had 
gotten away with a big sum of money 
that belonged to others who had trusted 
him, and now he is a poor hunted fugi- 
tive from his native land, if indeed he is 
alive. 

The boy who begins taking just a 
bite of somebody else’s apple is likely 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


The fourth commandment has never been 
repealed. “Remember the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy.” The penalties for breaking 
the Sabbath and the rewards for keeping it 
holy are just as truly in force to-day as 
when the commandment was given to Moses 
on Mount Sinai. Teachers can hardly spend 
the lesson time better to-day than in show- 
ing what God has distinctly said about this 
in Exodus 20:8-11, Deuteronomy 5: 12-1$, 
and especially Isaiah 58:13, 14 Then name 
the hundreds of unnecessary things now be- 
ing done on the Sabbath. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
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going to pull off something big some day, 
and he will sorely wish he had a chance 
to do it all over again another way. 
Suppose _Bob’s mother had handed 
him seven apples and asked him to save 
one of them for her, and he had made 
away with the whole lot, don’t you think 
that would have been pretty mean and 
low-down? Of course you do. 
Listen, fellows, something mighty close 
to that — only, a lot worse — is happen- 
ing among boys to-day who look upon 
themselves as the souls of honor. I am 


just wondering if they fully realize it. 
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It is not in their relationship to mother, 


but to God their heavenly Father and 


creator. He has placed in your hands 
and in mine, each week, seven full 
twenty-four hour days. He says, “Six 
for you and one for Me.” 

He trusts you to keep that One Day, 
the Sabbath, for him. ow do we dis- 
charge that trust? Are we worthy of 
it? ‘God does not lock us up in a dark 
room on Sunday and handcuff us and 
chain our feet to the floor. No, he 
trusts us; he prefers to trust us. He 
wants us to honor his laws about the 











ALWAYS OPEN 
American Plan Only 
Write for illustrated 

folder and rates 








These two most delightful of Atlantic City’s famous 
hotels have been consolidated in ownership and 
management. The- individual charm, homelike ap- 
pointments, hospitable attention and service, so long 
a definite part of each house, as well as the general 
policies, will continue. 

HADDON HALL: Extensive additions now bring 
its front to the Boardwalk and the sea in a series of 
artistic and beautiful pavilions, fountain court, garden 
and sun rooms, and arched and tiled porches opening 
directly on the beach. : 


CHALFONTE: Many alterations and improvements 
have been made for the perfect comfort of guests. 


At both hotels: delightful sunny rooms, single or en 
suite. Hot and cold salt sea water in every room; salt 
sea air at every window. Cuisine always the best. 
Golf and Yacht Club privileges. 


LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 
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~HOTEL JOYCE 


31 West 7Zist St. (Bet. Central Park and Broadway), New York City 
“FOURTEEN FLOORS OF SUNSHINE” 
Conveniently located. A few minutes from the business and shopping districts 
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; RATES 

= SINGLE ROOM WITH PRIVATE SHOWER * © $2.00 per day and ap = 
= DOUBLE ROOM WITH PRIVATE BATH - - - $3.50 ** ** ** = 
= PARLOR, BEDROOM AND PRIVATE BATH (for two) $5.00 ‘* ‘“* “* *% a 
E Special Weekly and Monthly rates on application = 
= Under same management = 
= HOTEL TA-MIAMI 
3 Most modern and up-to-date hotel in Miami, Florida. Open all the year. 2 
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The Out-of-Doors Club 


By SaMvuEL ScovILiE, Jr. 


A ‘Slip-in-your-pocket” volume of 
171 pages. Full of ‘‘desperate adven- 
tures” for the youngsters and for—your- 
self, with a father and his children in 
the fascinating out-of-doors, Fully 
illustrated. $1.25, postpaid. 


Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Times Company 
103 Walnut Street, - - 


Personal: Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense. 





Philadelphia 
| Address : Russian Missionary Society (Wm. Fetler, Director), 
. WH. 


Revival Fires Are Burning in Russia 


Read of these in the “‘ Friend of Russia,”’ also many 
inspirational articles on the future of Israel, the pre- 
millermial coming of- Christ, the message of God’s 
grace, the evangelistic work of Pastor Fetler and his 

ussian missionaries, etc. : 
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Special offer :—Send 25c 
and receive this helpful 
paper regularly for 6 
months, or 50c for I 
year. 

Regular subscription, $1.00 
per year- Hundreds write 
of 1 se received 
through this paper. 





1642 Jack 





Blvd., Chi 





| Tues.—In Close, Friendship (John 





sabbath, of our own free will. That 
is the kind of service God likes — will- 
ing service. 

And, fellows, you cannot abuse that 
trust and escape the penalty. God has 
sommanded ‘in his Word, “Remember the 
sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and do all thy work; but the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
work.” No man, no boy, can continu- 
ally break the sabbath day and-get away 
with it. Sooner or later he will come 
to sorrow because of it. 

On the other hand, God distinctly 


his Sabbath (Isa. 58:13, 14). 

Fellows, God is the best yer” that 
ever promised. He always pays more 
than he promises. His day concerns 





; ; | Holies of tabernacle or temple. 
promises blessings upon those who honor | , 
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the truth that all worth-while service must 
be By the power of the indwelling Spirit 
(“God giveth the increase’’), and that all 
true believers are God’s fellow-laborers. 


6¢T JOW thankful I am that I was born 
in America!” is the verdict of 
those who read of the sordidness of 
life in pagan lands. But did you ever 
stop to think what a wonderful privi- 
lege it is to live in this age of grace?’ 
Before sin’s atonement had been made 
on Golgotha, only the High Priest of 
the Jews was pas to enter in 
the presence of God in the Holy o 
here 
he was permitted, once each year, to 


| present the blood of the sacrifice, after 
he himself had been thoroughly washed 


and cleansed, 
At the death of Christ the veil in the 


our happiness, our health, our prosper- | temple, which separated men from God, 


ity, our usefulness, our success. 
these vital issues are involved. 

And I am going to tell you just one 
more fine secret. It is a nugget of pure 
ont. The best way to avoid violating 
God’s Sabbath is to get busy honor- 
ing it with service — service to him. Go 
regularly to Sunday-school and _ to 
church service—and go on time. You 
will find something to do there. 

Spend your Sabbath afternoon in the 
study of God’s Word, read some good 
hook that will feed your soul; spend 
some time in some work of mercy. Take 
a bit of something good to eat to the 
poor fellow in jail and tell him you do 
it because you love Jesus Christ and 
are trying to serve Him, and want him 
to love Christ and serve him, too. You 
will find it a short day, but, oh, such a 
fine and happy one, and you will go to 
bed refreshed. Next morning you will 
wake up whistling and you will turn 


off work at the store or at school like | 


a forty-horse tractor. 
Greensporo, N. C. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 








May 15. How to Enjoy One’s Work. Eccl. 
321-13; 5 : 18-20. 

May 22. My Favorite Saying of Christ’s, and 
Why. John 6:63, 68; Matt. 7:24, 25. 
(Union meeting with the Juniors and In- 
termediates.) 

May 29. Missionary Results in Africa. 
8 : 26-40. 


Acts 
(Foreign missionary meeting.) 


June 5. Thy Kingdom Come. VI. In the 
World. Matt. 6:7-15. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, May 8 


Living Close to Christ 
(1 John 3 : 18-24; John 15 : 7-10) 


Mon.—Following Afar Off (Luke 22 : 54-62). 
“And Peter followed afar off. ... And Peter 
went out and wept bitterly.” Bitterness is 
always the result of following Christ afar 
off. “Abide in me, and I in. you,” Jesus 
said. Abiding in him he will keep us from 
falling under temptation and keep the song 
of victory and praise upon our lips. 

15 : 8-15). 

Saved and wholly surrendered to Him we 

shall know the joy of face to face and 

heart to heart communion and the. win- 
ning of precious sheaves for his harvest. 


Wed.—In Close Partnership (1 John 1 : 3-10). 
“If I regard iniquity in my heart,” says 
the Psalmist, “the Lord will not hear me.” 
Sin is darkness, and it separates from Him 
who is the light of the world. Lest we be- 
come discouraged by the sight of our own 
defiled hearts, we have, in this passage, 
the purifying remedy, the blood of Christ 
which cleanses from all sin. 


Thurs.—In Close Imitation (Phil. 2 : 1-8). 


After Peter was restored by that loving | 
message, “Go, tell my disciples and Peter,” | 


he described himself in his second epistle 
as “Simon Peter, bond-slave.” The mark 
of humility is the mark of the Christian, 
made so by the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
pointed out in to-day’s lesson passage. 
Fri.—In Close Dependence (2 Cor. 12 : 7-10). 
This close union between Paul and his 
Master followed revelations made to him 
by the Lord. We can never know the mar- 
vels of Christ until we seek him in his 
fulness with all our hearts. Infirmities, 
reproaches, distresses will then h4ve no 
power to hurt us, because his grace and 
power will more than compensate for every 
trial. 
Sat.—In Close Co-operation (1 
To these “babes” in Christ 


Cor. 
Paul 


3: 1-9). 
gives 





was rent from the top to the bottom, 


| showing that men washed in the atoning 


blood of the cross were now free to 
enter into the presence of a holy God. 
Not only is the believer encouraged to 
come boldly unto the throne of grace,” 
but the promise is given him, “Lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end 
of the age” (Matt. 28:20), and “I will 
never, never let go your hand, I will 
never, never forsake you” (Weymouth, 
Heb. 13:5). 

Even in the priceless privilege of walk- 
ing beside the ever-present Son of God, 
however, we do not reach the climax 
of the joy of this age of grace. “Abide 
in me, and I in you,” He commanded. 
Abide? what does that mean? Wey- 
mouth translates it: “That Christ may 
make his home in your hearts through 
your faith.” A home-making, indwell- 
ing Saviour —could anything be more 
sacred? 


“God is never so far off as even to be near; 

He is within. Our Spirit is the home He 
holds most dear. 

To think of Him as by our side is almost 
as untrue 

As to remove His shrine beyond those skies 
of starry blue.” 


How may we know his presence with- 
in? Unconditional surrender is the price 
of all the joys of God. These joys are 
poured into our lives when we have re- 
ceived Jesus Christ as‘our Saviour and. 
have learned to remain in the secret 
place ‘with him long enough for him-to 
fill every nook and cranny of our be- 
ing, and to keep filling moment by mo- 
ment. What kind of a temple are you? 


How may we cultivate fellowship with 
Christ ?—Fellowship with any one is cul- 
tivated by our interest in them, the time 
we spend in their companionship, our 
understanding of their motives and inner 
life gained from the mutual interchange 
of thoughts and experiences. If we would 
cultivate the fellowship of Christ we 
must spend time with him in prayer, 
seeking to know him in all his blessed 
fulness — not to leave him in that secret 
place until the next meeting-time, but to 
carry him with us in the Holy of Holies 
of our hearts. 


How may we be assured of Christ’s 
presence ?—To those who receive him as 
their Saviour, in full surrender, Christ 
has made many promises of his abiding 
presence. We know he is with us be- 
cause he keeps his word whether we 
can feel his presence or not. But it is 
those who seek him in earnest adoration 
and worship who, like Moses, appear 
with shining faces and the consciousness 
of his presence that comes from real 
communion. The price of this joyful 
consciousness of him is just the price 
of prayer, surrender, and faith. 


What aids have we to help us to live 
close to Christ?—The first aid is the 
Bible; the second is prayer; a third and 


| very important aid is a desire for the 
| winning of souls to him. When we are 


seeking to lead others into eternal life 
we become conscious of our own utter 
powerlessness and our limitation of the 
Holy Spirit. This revelation of self 
throws us back upon him for all he has 
for us. If you are not enjoying the 
presence of Christ, perhaps it is neglect 
of these three aids, prayer, Bible search- 
ing, concern for the souls of others. How 
many souls did you lead to Chgist last 
year? For how many are you agoniz- 
ing in prayer now? 



























Lesson for May & 


Leviticus 23 : 39-43; Deuteronomy 5: 12-15; Mark 6:31, 32 
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The Vapor 
Treatments 
for Coughs 

and Colds 
Established 1879 


The time for Vapo-Cresolene is at the FIRST in- 
dication of a COLD or SORE THROAT, which are so 
often the warnings of dangerous complications. 

It is simple to use, as you just light the little 
lamp that vaporizes the Cresolene and place it 
near the bed at night. : 

The soothing antiseptic vapor ae ger to eo 
making breat ea relieving the cou 
and easing the sore t roat and congested chest. 

Cresolene is recommended for Whooping Cough, 

smodic Croup, Influenza, Bronchitis, 

and Nasal Catarrh. Its germicidal quali- 

make it a reliable protection against these epi- 
demics. 

It gives great relief in ASTHMA. 
<q] Cresolene has been recommended and used for the past forty 
years. The benefit derived from it is unquestionable. 
Druggists. 
Descriptive 
let 47. 

Try Cresolene Antiseptic 
Throat Tablets for the irrita- 
ted Throat, conmpoens of slip- 
pery elm bark, licorice, sugar 
and Cresolene. They can’tharm 
you. Of your druggist or from 
us. (cin stamps. 


THE VAPO-CRESOLENE CO. 
62 Cortlandt St. 


* or Leeming: Miles Builfling, 
Montreal, Canada 


Skin Tortured Babies Sleep 
Mothers Rest 
After Cuticura 


Soap. Ointment. Taleam e.0 ye tani Meee 


Back to Nature 


Naturing is a good habit, and it forms the still 
better habit of radiating sunshine and good cheer. 
these books bring you closer to nature. 


Out-of-Doors Club 

By Samuel Scoville, Jr. Each of the twenty chap- 
ters reveals curious things of field and stream and 
woods, discovered by a keen-witted band of real 
children, under the cheery, tun-loving, and mar- 
velously informed leadership of a father who loves 
and knows the ont-of-doors. Handsomely illus- 
trated. $1.25 


Out-Doers, Indoors and Up the Chimney 
By Charles Mclivaine. A book for young folks or 
older folks who like to know the why and how of 
things noticed every day in nature. Illustrated. $r. 


Simples from) ue Master’s Garden 


By Annie Trumbull Slosson. A series of short 
character sketches, picturing people in humble 
walks of life who silently teach great lessons. 
Illustrated gift-book style ; colored border on text 
pages. $1. 


White Christopher 
By Annie Trumbull Slosson, author of ‘‘Fishin’ 
pmey, “‘Story-Tell Lib,” etc. Another of Mrs. 
losson’s inimitable stories. A choice gift book. 
75 cents. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO, 
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Books make your out-door life morg 
enjoyable. Buy a Booka Week! 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 

package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
* please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 

for the change to be made. 
The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
tesend the time paid for, except by spe- 
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| the poor man’s life was saved, and he 
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Pearl’s Secret 
By Mrs. Howard Taylor 
Il, The Sunshine of a Yellow River Home 


UNBEAMS are wanted most in| 

dreary weather, and that was just’ 
when Pearl began her shining. When 
she was only six weeks old her, 
brother and sister had to leave home | 
and take the long journey across Si-| 
beria and Russia to Sweden. This had 
been decided upon months before, and 
a loved relative of their mother’s had 
come all those thousands of miles to| 
get them; but,the parting was hard none 
the less when they reached the coast and 
father and mother could go no farther 
with their little travelers. Pearl was 
not there. She had been left at home. 
When the long train with its powerful | 
engine moved out of the station and 
mother saw her darlings carried right 
away — Joy was only four at the time, 
and Victor two—her heart séemed turned 
to stone. Tears, even, would not come, 
Silently she traveled back with father 
to their empty home. And there was 
Pearl awaiting them — sweetest and sun- 
niest of babies! Her mission as a sun- 
beam had begun. 

Those were busy days in the hospital 
near the Yellow River. It was the only 
hospital in Kai-feng, capital of a prov- 





England and quite as populous. Very 
few missionary doctors had as yet come 
to Honan, so that father and his col- 
league had a big job on their hands. | 
But they were young; both had brave 
helpers in their wives; and the Mas- 
ter who had sent them was with them, | 
which made the busy days full of hope | 
and happiness. 

From far and near the patients came 
—and often with what weird tumors | 
and troubles! Some had ,spent much on 
Chinese doctors and in worshiping at 
famous shrines. Some had suffered 
many things in seeking to be healed; but | 
needles run into the eye to lessen in- 
flammation, and burns and cuttings in- 
flicted with more zeal than knowledge | 
often made matters worse instead of bet- | 
ter. : 

How grateful the poor young tailor 
was, for example, whom father ha 
rescued when he first came to China. He 
had accidentally swallowed a needle with 
a strong thread attached to it. The 
needle had gone down head first, but 
the thread was long enough to get hold 
of, so of course they tried to pull it 
out. The more they pulled the more 
the point of the needle stuck in his 
throat, far down, and as the throat 
swelled, and they grew more and more 
excited, he was almost frightened to| 
death. It had gone on some time, and 
there seemed no hope of getting the 
needle out. If the man died, his em-| 
ployer would have the expense and an- 
noyance of burying him, and his spirit | 
would haunt the place and trouble his | 
fellow-workmen. This was what made | 
them angry, and so frightened tHe neigh- 
bors that all the street was upset. 

As a last resort, some one suggested | 
the foreigner, and father was called | 
across the river to see if anything could | 
be done. 





The thread was still there, | 
and a fellow-missionary had a fine but 
strong india-rubber tube. Quietly they 
set about tying more thread to the piece 
that was hanging from the man’s mouth; 
then father slipped the tube over it, 
passed it carefully down the poor swol- 
len throat until the needle’s head was 
reached, and just pushed the needle 
down till in a wider space it had room 
to turn round. So easily was it done 
that the excited on-lookers hardly knew 
what was happening until, to their as- 
tonishment, the needle was drawn out. 
Then wonder and surprise knew no 
bounds, and the doctor’s fame spread 
all over the neighborhood. Better still, 


heard for the first time the message of 
redeeming love. ; 
Many a story might be told of the 
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wonders wrought in the hospital in those 
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Dr. Scofield Values It Highly 





Christian Workers’ Commentary on the Whole Bible 


By DR. JAMES M. GRAY, Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Illinois, 





A LARGE OCTAVO VOLUME 





‘At last! A truly competent commentary on the whole Bible in one volume, and for a 


price within the reach of all. 
popular sense, met before. 


‘‘Dr. Gray brought to the task of producing such a book the 
that have made him one of the foremost Bible teachers of 


These are desiderata long agreed upon, but never, in a really 


owers at their maturity 


the English-speaking world. 


Clearness of thought ; the mastery of condensed expression without the sacrifice of lucidity; im- 


mense industry ; adequate scholarship ; thoroughness; a joyous trust 


in the truth of the 


Scriptures ; a spiritual mind, and that sense of relative values, of proportion, of what is su- 
premely important where all is. precious—these qualities, schooled and disciplined in above 
thirty years of Bible teaching, have made this book possible. 


‘But it remains true that this is eminently the Commentary of the people. 


No Sunday- 


school teacher can afford to be without it, and in any Christian home it will enrich the family 
devotions, answer the children’s questions, and stimulate the study of the sacred Oracles.’’"— 


Price, $3.00, postpaid 


Dr. C. Ll. Scoteld. 


For sale by THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila. 


Personal: Sending the money with your order saves both yourself and us time and expense 





days, when it was the only place where 


people could get skilled help, surgically 
at any rate. From morning to night 
the doctors were at work, out-patients 
and in-patients overflowing both the 
men’s and women’s courtyards. There 
was no lady-doctor, as yet, to under- 
take the women’s department, but the 
doctor’s wives took turn-about in help- 
ing their husbands. In the waiting-room, 
crowded to overflowing, they spent long 
hours talking with the patients, hear- 


|ing about their troubles, and bringing 


home to their hearts the comfort of 
the love of Jesus. Pictures and hymn- 
singing were an unfailing interest, and 
if ladies came who were stiff and fright- 
ened, mother would send for her baby, 
whose sunny smiles banished all shyness. 

What a help the children were in 
making friends with all classes! Both 
the doctors’ wives had young families, 
and both knew how to use that precious 
talent in the service of the Master. When 
the railway was first opened, with its 
station near the hospital, the ladies of 
the great city used to go out in num- 
bers to see the strange new sight. Pri- 
vate carts with their handsome mules 
and trappings passed near the hospital 
continually, and having seen the foreign 
carriages “that could run by themselves” 
(i, e., without horse or mule) the ladies 
often ordered their servants to drive 
to the foreign houses. 
stopped at the gate of the hospital there 
was always a cordial welcome, and their 
occupants were directed to one or other 
of the doctors’ homes. Then. the gaily- 
dressed and painted visitors, like gor- 
geous butterflies, would make their way 
across the garden by paths among the 


trees, supported on their tiny feet each | 


by her woman-servant. The attractions 
of a foreign drawing-room with pictures, 
organ, and tea-table were absorbing for 


When the carts | 


|a time, but in reaching their hearts 
| proved as nothing compared with the at- 
| tractions of the foreign baby, who smiled 
at them with wondering eyes. Many -of 
| these visitors, whose lives were just as 
| empty as those of the poorest patients, 
| listened with interest to the wonderful 
message of the Gospel. Some came again 
and again, finding rest of heart through 
faith in Jesus. 


(To be continued) 
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The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 


By Wade C. Smith. This book is the 
young folks’ delight. Odd little etchings 
that will amuse and instruct. The pictures 
are delightful mysteries, solved by looking 
up the accompanying Bible references. $1, 


Pleasant Sunday 
Afternoons for the Children 


Edited by J. T. Faris. Suggestions for 
Bible games and other occupations for the 
free hours of Sunday. 175 cents. 


A Supplemental Bible Question Course 


By John B. Smith. A manual of Bible 
drill facts, places, etc. May be used for a 
platform drill five minutes each Sunday, or 
for review work in individual classes. 75 
cents. 


Happy Hours for the Boys and Girls 


By the Rev. D. B. Lewis. A book for all 
who have wanted to teach children and 
young people by means of blackboard or 
slate work, and who have never had access 
to plain and easily workable suggestions. for 
such teaching. A book for leaders of junior 
societies, teachers, superintendents, pastors. 
Illustrated with diagrams. 75 cents. 
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FREE SAMPLES are sent to Supt., Pastor wi 
Committee only. 

Helper No, 7—For Children’s Day, Recita- 
tions, Drills, Exercises and SONGS, 20c, post- 
paid. Notsent for examination. 

Jubilate is still the Best Sunday School Book. 
Send for an examination copy, $25, $32. 50, | 
$35.00, $40. 

New Songs of Praise and Power, No. 3.— 
Just out. Scripture Chorusesa great feature. 
Only new book at pre war prices. Send 20c 
for asample. $1§ for 100 copies. 


Hall-Mack Co, 21st and Arch Streets, 
Adam Geibel Co. Philadelphia. 


ISCRIMINAT 


Children’s Day Music 


That something which distinguishes our material 
from that issued by others is to be found in 
abundance in our new Services, Cantatas, 
Children’s Songs and Exercises, Anthems, Sheet 
Songs, re its superiority 1s easily perceived. 
Harold’s Lowden’s “ The Ideal 
Hay School Music and How 
It is Attained’’ has been apprecia- 
ted. Your copy is here for the asking 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 


18th and Race Streets, Philadelphia. 


CHILDREN’S DAY Music 


“ROSES FOR CHILDREN’S -) el _ 




















"GLAD HOSANNAS"'—two new C.D. cecvieee 
ing carols i Ate cotive school. Postpa tes 
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A A y Tr cop 
“ROSCHE'S KUCITATIONS, biaLOGeand DEILIS ey. 
CHI ih on DAY” No and 4 — 25c each, the 3 Bor 
cantata y i R TIME,” music by Rosche 


65c, 
a) Thiel, tpaid 
ro Signified Order of Service with special 
hymn ee Mothers’ Day, for the congregation. Post- 
FR » Kc pee | Se. $3.00 per 100. FREE sample coice. 
FREE & og descr rioing C.D. can ent i singing 
books, Choir woes books, ke, fale and Female 
Voice quartet books, Octavos and choir cantatas. 


GEO. F. ROSCHE & CO., 337 W. Madison St , Chicago, IL 


’ 
CHILDREN’S DAY 
Recitation, Dialogs and Songs 
A superb collection of more than 100 
ag, Kecitations and Dialogs — also 33 
<j Song Gems—'‘The sweetest and pret- 
eh tiest Nature songs ever written. (Send 
4 25 cents in stamps.) Ask for our new 
catalog of Recitations and Diologs. 
MEYER & BROTHER, Publishers, 
75-77 W. Washington St., Chicago, Ul. i. 


FOR CHILDREN’S DAY 


We have 2 new programs entitled 
** June Time Beauty”; “ The Children’s Hour.” 
Appropriate music, sesltatione, dialogs and exer- 
cises, Ze each—7§c doz. $6.00 Hund., prepaid. 
We have Children’s Day Recitations in 
book form—over roo selections, 15¢ each. 


Also MOTHERS’ DAY PROGRAMS, Gc ecach— $5 hund. 
440 S. Dearbora St., Chicago 
The Rodeheaver Co. 379 Waiowt Strect, Phila: 


HYMNS FOR TODAY 


A complete hymnal for both Sunday School and 
Church. New, beautiful hymns on all the vital sub- 
jects that leading religious thinkers are advocating 
today, with Orders of Services for S. S. departments 
aad church, and Services for Anniversaries. 

‘Vhe use of Hymns for Today will educate both youth 
and adult in the essentials of the Kingdom of God. 

Price, $75 per 100. Returnable sample sent. 
Orchestrated. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 582 Elm St., 


“SONGS of theGREAT SALVATION” 


Strong, Reverent, Satisfying 
Great TOWNER-RUNYAN Book 
Samples, 45, 35, 30 cents. Quantity Rates 

Also ‘“‘Runyan’s Special Numbers” Gospel 
Solos, Duets, etc. 32 pages, 50c. 
Save this address for re erence. 
THE RUNYAN MUSIC PUBLISHING CO. 
145 N. Lawrence Ave., Wichita, Kansas. 
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The Object of the Boys’ Brigade 


is the evangelization of the Boys of America 
and their training in Christian Life and 
Service. Send for tree booklet. 

BOYS’ BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 


LAFAYETTE SQUARE, BALTIMORE, MD 


is only $1.00 for a whole year — LESS THAN 


. LESSON ILLUSTR: eo 
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Don’t missit! Marion I awrance says: ““There 
is no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. alesson 
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Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Par* Pisce. 
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(Lesson for May 8) APRIL 23, 1921 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
ool Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Beware of Substitutes!” 


HE best authority in the world on 
“rest and recreation” is the Bible, 
but many of those who need it most 
consult it least. Ten minutes with Isa- 





jah 40:31 is more fruitful in beneficial | 


results to a wearied or worried brain 
than ten hours of the usual pastime in 


which all thought of God has been elim- | 


inated. There is no other rest like the 
rest of heart which only God can give. 
How quickly a tired mind or tired body 


recuperates if only the heart is perfectly | 


at “rest in the Lord.” Oh, how all-sat- 
isfying He is! Have you entered into 
that perfect rest? See Hebrews 4: 9-11. 


-_—— 


May 2 to 8 


Mon.—Leviticus 23 : 39-44. A Feast of Joy. 

The feasts of Jehovah were seven 
religious festivals, to be observed by the 
Israelites yearly : The Passover (vs. 4,5), 

pifying redemption; Unleavened Bread 
pon 6-8), communion; First-fruits (10- 
14), matters Pentecost (15-22), the 
Spirit’s descent; Trumpets (23-25), 
rael’s regathering; Atonement (26-32), 
Israel’s conversion; Tabernacles (34-44). 
Israel’s joyful kingdom-rest. How beau- 
tiful! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
“Christian Testimony to Jews,” and for 
its director, the Rev. Henry L. Hellyer, 
Glenside, Pa., and its other Council mem- 


bers: H. B, Dinwiddie, R. C. McQuil- 
kin, O. R. Palmer, E. A. Steele, and 
Mrs. J. Harvey Borton. Its chief ob- 


pective is to evangelize the ten million 
Jews of Edstern and Central Europe. 


Tues.—Nehemiah 8 : 9-18. 
The Joy of the Lord is your Strength. 


Some people live to eat; others 
eat to live; while still others eat to 
God’s_ glory, to live to his glory. 


Jehovah's feasts were unselfish (“send 
portions,” v. 10), and therefore were joy- 
ful (v. 10). Whether feasts or service, 
if unselfish, joy always accompanies, Be 
sure to read Isaiah 58: 5-11. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: After reading 
Isaiah 58:5-11, pray for the poor and 
unfortunate of all the world, those in 
your own community first of all. Re- 
member too the destitute children of Ger- 
many and Austria, and the famine suf- 
ferers in China. “The poor ye have al- 
ways with you.” Do you carry thei: 
needs in your heart? Read James 2:15- 
17. 

Wed.—Deuteronomy 5: 6-15. 
The Day of Rest Commanded. 

If Israel’s Sabbath was a day of rest 
for spirit, soul, and body, how much 
more should the Lord’s Day be all this 
for us! Our souls and bodies ceasing 
their usual activities, our spirits com- 
muning with God, and thus our entire 
man being renewed. Both labor and 
rest are specifically commanded. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: Pray for a re- 
vival 7 sewrnanes or the Lord’s Day, 
remembering that Lord’s Day lawless- 
ness does not stop there, The writer be- 
lieves that the characteristic lawlessness 
of the age is largely due to a letting down 
of respect for “the sabbath” on the. part 
of Christians. 


Thurs.—John 2:1-11. The Marriage at Cana. 


How beautifully balanced was the life 
of Christ! He was not a recluse. He 
was as much at home'in the social gath- 
ering as in the synagogue. But always 
and everywhere his supreme enjoyment 
was in pleasing God (John 8: 29) and in 
ministering to others (Matt. 20: 28). 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray that the 
Lord may be in every social gathering 
of his people to-day. A pastor writes: 
“Our Ladies’ Aid Society have bought a 
piano, and are having a se ries of dances 
to raise money to pay for itt.” The pas- 
tor is broken-hearted. Pray aoe him, 
and for all such worldly churches 


| strength” 


-——__- 
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THE BIBLE FOR MOTHER 


Mother’s Day presents an opportunity to gladden 
your mother’s heart with the gift of a beautiful 
No other gift so adequately expresses 
the fondest regard or is so certain of being received 


A few styles are suggested here, those printed 
on Oxford India paper being especially 
desirable because of their extreme lightness. 
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or order from the publishers 
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ford Reference Bible bound 
in French Morocco, printed 4 
on Oxford India paper (84x 
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Fri.—John 12:1-11. The Supper at Bethany. 


On Mary’s part nothing was too costly 
to give to Jesus. On Judas’ part noth- 
ing was too sacred to direct to himself, 
Judas the pilfering treasurer became 
Judas the bargaining betrayer. Thiev- 
ing in trusteeship — ‘Be sure your sin 
will find you owt”! Stealing pence, with- 
out repentance cod restitution, leads to 
the penitentiary (Gal. 6:7). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
to whom have been entrusted sacred re- 
sponsibilities, whether small or large, 
Pray for every church and religious so- 
ciety treasurer, and every trustee of 
funds. Pray for conviction of sin upon 
every pilferer or embeszsler. Read 1 Cor- 
inthians 4:2 and 2 Corinthians 4:2. 


Sat.—Luke 6:1-11. Jesus and the Sabbath. 


Doing God's kind of good on the 
Lord’s Day saves life; doing man’s kind 
of good is equivalent to doing evil and 
destroys life. Grace does not abrogate | 
one tittle of the moral law; it makes 
possible its acceptable fulfilment through 
love. We are still bond-slaves, though 
the sense of bondage is gone forever. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
rightly conducted Lord’s Day movement. 
Pray jor a new awakening of the indi- 
vidual and social and civic conscience of 
America. Pray for a proper balancing 
of grace and law on the part of teachers 
of the Word. 


Sun.—Psalm 63:1-8. The Soul’s Satisfaction. 


“Let the righteous be glad,” for there 
is no rest or recreation like that which 
the Lord provides for “them that are 
His.” Every day is a rest day (Isa. 26: 
3). “The joy of the Lord is your 
(Neh. 8:10). See also Isaiah 
40:31; 41:10; Proverbs 11: 30. 

Prayer Succestions: Praise God. in 


|advance for all to-day’s blessings, praise 


him for himself, for his Word, for sal- 


| vation, for the privilege of service, for 





to-day’s worship in the house of God, for 
preachers and laymen who are true to 
him, for revival fires being enkindled. 
“Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow.” 
we 
Dr. Scofield’s latest word on prophecy 


may be had for $1 from The Sunday 
School Times Company. 
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